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PUBLIC LAW 95-105—AUG. 17, 1977

UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT

Sec. 513. Noting the decision of the United Nations General
Assembly to convene a special session on disarmament in the spring
of 1978 and recognizing the important role that comprehensive dis-
armament could play in securing world peace and economic develop-
ment, the Congress requests that, at an appropriate date, the Secretary
of State report to the appropriate committees of the Congress on the
procedures which the executive branch is following in preparing for
the special session on disarmament and on United States objectives
for that special session.

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION

Sec. 514. (a) Section 2(2) of the Act entitled “An Act to authorize
conclusion of an agreement with Mexico for joint measures for solution
of the Lower Rio Grande salinity problem”, approved September 19,
1966 (22 U.S.C. 277d-31), is amended by inserting immediately after
“$25,000” the following : “based on estimated calendar year 1976 costs,
plus or minus such amounts as may be justified by reason of ordinary
fluctuations in operation and maintenance costs involved therein,”.

(b) Section 3 of the Act entitled “An Act to authorize the conclusion
of agreements with Mexico for joint construction, operation, and main-
tenance of emergency flood control works on the lower Colorado River,
in accordance with the provisions of article 13 of the 1944 Water Treaty
with Mexico, and for other purposes”, approved August 10, 1964 (22
U.S.C. 277d-28), is amended by inserting immediately after “$30,000”
the following: “based on December 1975 prices, plus or minus such
amounts as may be justified by reason of ordinary fluctuations in oper-
ation and maintenance costs involved therein,”.

{¢) Section 103 of the American-Mexican Treaty Act of 1950 (22
U.8.C. 277d-3) is amended by striking out “$100 per diem” in the sec-
ond sentence and inserting in lien thereof “the maximum daily rate for
grade GS-15 of the General Schedule”.

«(d) The amendments made by this section shall take effect on
October 1, 1977.

TFOREIGN GIFTS AND DECORATIONS

Sec. 515. (a) (1) Section 7342 of title 5, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“8 7342, Receipt and disposition of foreign gifts and decorations

“(a) For the purpose of this section—
“(1) ‘employee’ means—

“(A) an employee as defined by section 2105 of this title
and an officer or employee of the United States Postal Service
or of the Postal Rate Commission;

“(B) an expert or consultant who is under contract under
section 3109 of this title with the United States or any agency,
department, or establishment thereof, including, in the case
of an organization performing services under such section,
any individual involved in the performance of such services;

%(C) an individual employed by, or occupying an office or
position in, the government of a territory or possession of the
United States or the government of the District of Columbia
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“(D) a member of a uniformed service;

“(E) the President and the Vice President ;

“(F) a Member of Congress as defined by section 2106 of
this title (except the Vice President) and any Delegate to the
Congress; and

“(G) the spouse of an individual described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (F) (unless such individual and his
or her spouse are separated) or a dependent (within the
meaning of section 152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954)
of such an individual, other than a spouse or dependent who
is an employee under subparagraphs (A) through (F);

“(2) ‘foreign government’ means—

“(A) any unit of foreign governmental authority, includ-
ing any foreign national, State, local, and municipal govern-
ment;

“(B) any international or multinational organization
whose membership is composed of any unit of foreign govern-
ment described in subparagraph (A);and

“{C) any agent or representative of any such unit or
such organization, while acting as such;

“(3) ‘gift’ means a tangible or intangible present (other than
a decoration) tendered by, or received from, a foreign
government;

“(4) ‘decoration’ means an order, device, medal, badge, insig-
nia, emblem, or award tendered by, or received from, a foreign
government ;

“(5) ‘minimal value’ means a retail value in the United States
at the time of acceptance of $100 or less, exeept that—

“(A) on January 1, 1981, and at 3 year intervals there-
after, ‘minimal value’ shall be redefined in regulations
prescribed by the Administrator of General Serviees, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, to reflect changes in
the consumer price index for the immediately preceding
3-year period ; and

“(B) regulations of an employing agency may define ‘mini-
mal value’ for its employees to be less than the value estab-
lished under this paragraph ; and

%(6) ‘employing agency’ means—

“(A) the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct of
the House of Representatives, for Members and employees
of the House of Representatives, except that those respon-
sibilities specified in subsections (¢) (2) (A), (e), and (g) (2)
(B) shall be carried out by the Clerk of the House ;

“(B) the Select Committee on Ethics of the Senate, for
Senators and employees of the Senate ;

“(C) the Administrative Office of the United States Courts,
for judges and judicial branch employees; and

“(D) the department, agency, office, or other entity in which
an employee is employed, for other legislative branch
employees and for all executive branch employees,

“(b) Anemployee may not—

“(1) request or otherwise encourage the tender of a gift or
decoration; or

“(2) accept a gift or decoration, other than in accordance with
the provisions of subsections (¢) and (d).
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“(c) (1) The Congress consents to— .

“(A) the accepting and retaining by an employee of a gift
of minimal value tendered and received as a souvenir or
mark of courtesy; and )

“(B) the accepting by an employee of a gift of more than
minimal value when such gift 1s in the nature of an educa-
tional scholarship or medical treatment or when it appears
that to refuse the gift would likely cause offense or
embarrassment or otherwise adversely affect the foreign
relations of the United States, except that—

“(i) a tangible gift of more than minimal value is
deemed to have been accepted on behalf of the United
States and, upon acceptance, shall become the property
of the United States; and
“(i1) an employee may accept gifts of travel or expenses
for travel taking place entirely outside the United
States (such as transportation, food, and lodging) of
more than minimal value if such acceptance 1s appro-
priate, consistent with the interests of the United
States, and permitted by the employing agency and any
regulations which may be prescribed by the employing
agency.
“(2) Within 60 days after accepting a tangible gift of more than
minimal value (other than a gift described in paragraph
(1) (B) (i1) ), an employee shall—

‘(A deposit the gift for disposal with his or her employing
agency; or

“(B) subject to the approval of the employing agency,
deposit the gift with that agency for official use.

Within 30 days after term’nating the official use of a gift under
subparagraph (B), the employing agency shall forward the gift
to the Administrator of General Services in accordance with
subsection (e).

“(3) When an employee deposits a gift of more than minimal
value for disposal or for official use pursuant to paragraph (2),
or within 30 days after accepting travel or travel expenses as pro-
vided in paragraph (1)(B)(ii) unless such travel or travel
expenses are accepted in accordance with specific instructions of
his or her employing agency, the employee shall file a statement
with his or her employing agency or its delegate containing the
information prescribed in subsection (f) for that gift.

“{(d) The Congress consents to the accepting, retaining, and wear-
ing by an emplovee of a decoration tendered in recognition of active
field service in time of combat operations or awarded for other out-
standing or unusually meritorious performance, subject to the approval
of the employing agency of such employee. Without this approval, the
decoration is deemed to have been accepted on behalf of the United
States, shall become the property of the United States, and shall be
deposited by the employee, within sixty days of acceptance, with the
employing acencv for-official use or forwarding to the Administrator
of General Services for disposal in accordance with subsection (e).

“(e) Gifts and decorations that have been deposited with an employ-
ing agency for disposal shall be (1) returned to the donor, or (2)
forwarded to the Administrator of General Services for transfer,
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donation, or other disposal in accordance with the provisions of the
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949. However,
no gift or decoration that has been deposited for disposal may be sold
without the approval of the Secretary of State, upon a determination
that the sale will not adversely affect the foreign relations of the United
States. Gifts and decorations may be sold by negotiated sale.

“(£) (1). Not later than January 31 of each year, each employing
agency or its delegate shall compile a listing of all statements filed
during the preceding year by the employees of that agency pursuant
to subsection (¢) (3) and shall transmit such listing to the Secretary
of State who shall publish a comprehensive listing of all such state-
ments in the Federal Register.

“(2) Such listings shall include for each tangible gift reported—

“(A) the name and position of the employee ;

“{B) a brief description of the gift and the circumstances
justifying acceptance;

“( Cy) the identity, 1f known, of the foreign government and the
name and position of the individual who presented the gift;

“(D) the date of acceptance of the gift;

“(E) the estimated value in the United States of the gift at the
time of acceptance; and

“(F) disposition or current location of the gift.

“{(3) Such listings shall include for each gift of travel or travel

expenses—
“(A) the name and position of the employee;
“(B) a brief description of the gift and the circumstances
justifying acceptance; and
“(C) the identity, if known, of the foreign government and the
name and position of the individual who presented the gift.

“(4) In transmitting such listings for the Central Intelligence
Agency, the Director of Central Intelligence may delete the informa-
tion described in subparagraphs (A) and (C) of paragraphs (2) and
(3) if the Director certifies in writing to the Secretary of State that
the publication of such information could adversely affect United
States intelligence sources.

“(g) (1) Each employing agency shall prescribe such regulations as
may be necessary to carry out the purpose of this section., For all
employing agencies in the executive branch, such regulations shall be
prescribed pursuant to guidance provided by the Secretary of State.
These regulations shall be implemented by each employing agency for
its employees.

“(2) Eachemploying agency shall—

“(A) report to the Attorney General cases in which there is
reason to believe that an employee has violated this section;

“(B) establish a procedure for obtaining an appraisal, when
necessary, of the value of gifts; and

“(C) take any other actions necessary to carry out the purpose
of this section.

“{(h) The Attorney General may bring a civil action in any district
court of the United States against any employee who knowingly
solicits or accepts a gift from a foreign government not consented to
by this section or who fails to deposit or report such gift as required
by this section. The court in which such action is brought may assess a
penalty against such employee in any amount not. to exceed the retail
value of the gift improperly solicited or received plus $5,000.
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“(i) _The President shall direct all Chiefs of a United States Diplo-
matic Mission to inform their host governments that it is a general
policy of the United States Government to prohibit United States
Government employees from receiving gifts or decorations of more
than minimal value.

“(j) Nothing in this section shall be construed to derogate any regu-
lation prescribed by any employing agency which provides for more
stringent limitations on the receipt of gifts and decorations by its
employees.

“(k) The provisions of this section do not apply to grants and other
forms of assistance to which section 108A of the Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 applies.”.

(2) The amendment made by paragraph (1) of this subsection
shall take effect on January 1, 1978.

(b) (1) After September 30,1977, no appropriated funds, other than
funds from the “Emergencies in the Diplomatic and Consular Service”
account of the Department of State, may be used to purchase any
tangible gift of more than minimal value (as defined in section 7342 (a)
(5) of title 5, United States Code) for any foreign individual unless
such gift has been approved by the Congress.

(2) Beginning October 1,1977, the Secretary of State shall annually
transmit to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate a
report containing details on (1) any gifts of more than minimal value
purchased with appropriated funds which were given to a forei
individual during the previous fiscal year, and (2) any other gifts
of more than minimal value given by the United States Government
;o a foreign individual which were not obtained using appropriated

unds.

Approved August 17, 1977.
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