
SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-HOth CONGRESSES, 1789-2007 

(Closing date for this table was July 25. 2007.] 

Meeting Dates OF CONGRESS: Pursuant to a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20th amendment 
look effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered year; however. Article I, section 4, of the Constitution provided that "The Con 
gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening date 
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of 
each Congress was a "lame duck" session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to 
two months. Recognizing that the need might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Article II, section 3 of the Constitution provides 
that liie President "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them"; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as 
noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also 

From Ihe third session of the First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 

ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800). 

House of Representatives 

President pio lempcrc of the Senate > 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 

Dec. 23-Dee. 30. 1800 . Dec. 23-Dcc. 30. 1800 . 

Dec. 24-Dec. 29. 1817 

Dec. 24-Dcc. 29. 1828 

Dec. 24-Dcc. 29. 1817 

Dec. 24-Dec. 29. 1828 

John Langdon, of New Hampshire 

do 

do 

..do. 

Richard Henry Lee. of Virginia 

John Langdon. of New Hampshire. 

do 

John Langdon. of New Hampshire; 
Ralph Izard. of South Carolina. 

Henry Tazewell, of Virginia. 

.do. 

Henry Tazewell, of Virginia: Samuel 

Ljveimaie, of New Hampshire. 

William Bingham, of Pennsylvania. 

William Bradford, of Rhode Island 

Jacob Read, of South Carolina; Theo-

dore Sedgwtck, of Massachusetts. 

John Laurancc. of New York; James 

Ross, of Pennsylvania. 

Samuel Livermorc. of New Hampshire: 

Uriah Tracy, of Connecticut 
John E Howard, of Maryland; James 

Hillhousc of CoRoccucut-

Abraham Baldwin, of Georgia 

Stephen R. Bradley, of Vermont. 

John Brown, of Kentucky: Jesse Frank 
lin, of Nonh Carolina. 

Joseph Anderson, of Tennessee. 
Samuel Smith, of Maryland 

do. 
do 

Stephen R. Bildiey. of Vermont; John 
Milledge. of Georgia. 

Andrew Gregg, of Pennsylvania 
John Gaillard, of South Carolina. 

John Pope, of Kentucky. 
William H. Crawford, of Georgia 

do 

,.<lo 

Joseph U. Varnum. of Massachusetts; 
John Gaillard. of South Carolina. 

John Gaillard, of South Carolina. 
.do 

.do. 

do 

..do 

James Harbour, of Virginia. 

James Harbour, of Virginia; John 

Gaillard. of South Carolina. 

John Gaillard. of South Carolina . 
..do 

..do. 

.do 

do 
do. 

Nathaniel Macon. of Nonh Carolina 
.do. 

Samuel Smith, of Maryland 
.do. 

do 

Frederick AC. Muhlenbeig. of Pennsyl 

vania. 

Jonathan Trumbull, of Connecticut. 

Frederick A.C. Muhlenbeig. of Pennsyl 
vania. 

Jonathan Dayton, of New Jersey. 

.do. 

Littleton Wilier Tazewell. of Virginia .. 
Hugh Lawson White, of Tennessee. 

Hugh Liwson White, of Tennessee: 

George Poindcxter. of Mississippi. 
John Tyler, of Virginia 

William R. King, of Alabama 
do 

.do. 

.do 

do 

do 

.do 

do 

William R. King, of Alabama: Samuel 
L. Southard, of New Jersey. 

Theodore Sedgwick. of Massachusetts. 

Nathaniel Macon. of North Carolina. 

Do. 

Da. 

Joseph B. Vamum. of Massachusetts. 

Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 

Do.4 

Langdon Cheves. of South Carolina.4 

Henry Ctiy. of Kentucky. 

Do. 

Do.1 

John w. Taylor, of New York.1 
Philip P. Barboui, of Virginia. 

Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 

John W. Taylor, of New York. 

Andrew Stevenson, of Virginia. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.» 

John Bell, of Tennessee.9 

James K. Polk, of Tennessee. 

Robert M.T. Hunter, of Virginia. 



SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-llOth CONGRESSES, 1789-2007—CONTINUED 

[Closing dale for this table vis July 25. 2007.1 

MEETING DATES OF Congress: Pursuant to a resolution of Ihe Confederation Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until Ihe 20th amendment 
look effect in January 1934, Ihe term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered year, however. Article 1, section 4. of the Constitution provided thai "The Con 
gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening date 

each Congress was a "lame duck" 
two months. Recognizing thai the need might exist 1 „.._. . _ 

that Ihe President "may, on exlraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of Ihem"; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as 
noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until Ihe 20th amendment was adopted, there were also 
limes when special sessions of die Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for ihe ratification of treaties or other 
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are 
marked by an S in the session column. Meeting Places of Congress: Congress met for the first and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City. 
From Ihe third session of Ihe First Congress through Ihe first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 

ington since ihe second session of the Sixth Congress (1800). 

Recesses' 

Mouse of Representatives 

pro temporc of the Senate * 
Speaker of the 

Haute of Representatives 

Samuel L. Southard, of New Jersey 

Willie P. Mangum, of North Carolina-

do. 

do 

do. 

Ambrose H. Sevier, David R. Atcttiscn, 

of Missouri. 

David R. Atchison, of Missouri. 

do 

do. 
do. 

William R. King, of Alabama 

do. 

Dec. 23. 1857-Jaa. 4.1858 .. Dec. 23. 1857-Jaa. 4. 1858 

David R. Alchison. of Missouri. 

do. 

do 

Lewis Cass. of Michigan: Jesie D 

Blight, of Indiana. 

Quuln E. Stuart, of Michigan: Jease D 

Bright, of Indiana. 

Jesse D. Bright, of Indiana. 

James M. Mason, of Virginia. 

James M. Maioa. of Virginia; Thomas 

J. Rusk, of Tcus. 

Benjamin Ktzpamck. at Alabama ..-

John White, of Kentucky. 

John W Jones, of Virginia. 

John W. Davis, of Indiuu. 

Robed C. Winthrop. of Massachusetts. 

Howell Cobb. of Georgia. 

Linn Boyd, of Kentucky. 

Do 

Nathaniel P. Banks, of Massachusetts. 

James L. On. of South Carolina. 

William Pennington. of New Jersey. 

Galusha A. Glow, of Pennsylvania. 

Schuytcr Colfax. of Indiana. 

Do 

Do' 

Theodore M. Pomeroy. of New Yoik.' 
James G. Blaine. of Maine. 

Michael C. Ken. of Indiana.' 

Samuel J. Randall, of Pennsylvania.* 

J. Wancn Keifer. of Ohio. 



SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-HOlh CONGRESSES, 1789-2007—CONTINUED 
[Closing dale for this table was July 25. 2007.) 

Meeting Dates of Congress: Pursuant li> a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, I7S9. From then until the 20th amendment 
took effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered year; however. Article I, section 4, of the Constitution provided that "The Con 

gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 

fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening dale 

to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of 
each Congress was a "lame duck" session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to 
two months. Recognizing that the need might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date. Article II, section 3 of the Constitution provides 

that the President "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them"; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as 

noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also 

times when special sessions of the Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for Ihe ratification of treaties or other 
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are 
marked by an S in the session column. Meeting Places OK Congress: Congress mcl for (he first and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City. 
From the third session of me First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 
ington since the second session of Ihe Sixth Congress (1800). 

212 

93 
15 

29 

144 

89 
15 

209 

91 

181 

87 

3 

144 

202 

89 

141 

267 

14 

239 

328 

87 

278 

90 
12 

188 
354 

92 

185 
188 

88 

12 

227 

292 

IS 
90 

188 

93 

15 

209 

88 
177 

91 

2 

222 
214 

IS 

Da 

Joseph G. Cannon, of Illinois. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Champ Clark, of Missouri. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Frederick II. Gilletl, of Massachusetts. 

Nicholas Longworth. of Ohio. 

Do. 



SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-110th CONGRESSES, 1789-2007—continued 
ICIosing date for this table was July 23. 2007. | 

MEETING Dates of Congress: Pursuant lo a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788. the Constitution went into effect on Maich 4. 1789. From then until the 20th amendment 
look effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered yean however. Article 1. section 4. of the Constitution provided thai "The Con 
gress shall assemble ai least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 
fore convened regularly on the firsl Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening dale 
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of 
each Congress was a "lame duck" session. After the 20th amendment, the lime from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to 
two months. Recognizing that die need might exist for Congress lo meet at limes other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Article II, section 3 of the Constitution provides 
that the President "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene bodi Houses, or either of them"; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as 
noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of die table. Until the 20di amendment was adopted, there were also 
times when special sessions of the Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of treaties or other 
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by die outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are 
marked by an S in the session column. Meeting Places of Congress: Congress met for the fust and second sessions of die First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City 
From Ihe diird session of die Rrsl Congress through the first session of die Sixdi Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was Ihe meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 
ington since die second session of ihe Sixth Congress (1800). 

Coo- So-

•ion 

Convening 

Date 
Adjournment 

Due 

Length 
in days• 

Recesses' 

Mouse of Representatives 
President pro temporc of the Senate * 

Speaker of Ihe 

House uf Representative* 

72d ..... 

73d ._.. 

744 ... 

75* ... 

76ch ... 

77ih ... 

78di ... 

79rh ... 

3 
I 

2 

S 

I-E 

2 

I 

2 

I 

2-B 

2-E 
3 

"2 

Dec. 1. 1930 .... 

Dec. 7. 1931 .... 

Dee. 5. 1932 .... 
Mil 4, 1933 .... 

Mir. 9. 1933 ..-

Jin. 3. 1931 .... 

Jin 3. 1935 ...... 

Jin. 3. 1936 

Jin. 5. 1937 

Nov. 15. 1937 ... 

Jan. 3. 1938 

Jan. 3. 1939 

Sept. 21. 1939 ... 

Jan. 3. 1940 

Jan. 3. 1941 .... 

Jm. 5. 1942 

Jan. 6. 1943 
Jan. 10. 1944 ... 

Jin. 3. I94S 
Jan. 14. 1946 . 

Jm 3. 1947 ... 

Jin 6. 1948 ... 

Jan. 3. 1949 

Jm. 3. 1950 

Jm. 3. 1951 

Jan. 8. 1952 

Jan. 3. t953 

Jan. 6. 1954 

Ju. 5. 1955 . 

Jan. 3. 1956 . 

Jan. 3. 19S7 . 

Jm. 7. 1958 . 

Jin. 7. 1959 . 

Jan. 6. 1960 . 

Jan. 3. 1961 .. 

Jm. 10. 1962 

Jin. 9. 1963 

Jm. 7. 1964 

Jan. 4. 1965 ... 

Jm. 10. 1966 

Jan. 10. 1967 

Jan. 15. 1968 ... 

Jm. 3. 1969 

Jm. 19. 1970 

Mar. 3. 1931 ... 

July 16. 1932 .. 

Mar. 3. 1933 .. 

Mai. 6. 1933 ... 

June 15. 1933 . 

June 18. 1934 . 
Aug. 26. 1935 . 

June 20. 1936 .. 

Aug. 21. 1937 . 

Dec. 21. 1937 .. 

June 16. 1933 .. 
Aug. 5. 1939 ... 

Nov. 3. 1939 ... 
Jm. 3. 1941 ..... 

Jm 2. 1942 .... 

Dec. 16. 1942 . 

Dec. 21. 1943 . 

Dec. 19. 1944 . 

Dec. 21. 1945 ... 

Aug. 2. 1946 .... 

Dec. 19. 1947 ... 

Dec. 31. 1948 ... 

Oct. 19. 1949 _. 

Jm. 2. 1951 

Oct. 20. 1951 ... 

July 7. 1952 

Aug. 3. 1953 .... 

Dec. 2. 1954 

Aug. 2. 1955 ... 

July 27. 1956 . 

Aug. 30. 1957 . 

Aug. 24. 1958 . 

Sept. 15. 1959 . 

Sept. I. 1960 ... 

Sept 27. 1961 

Oct. 13. 1962 . 

Dec 30. 1963 . 

Oct. 3. 1964 ... 

On. 23. 1965 

Ocl. 22. 1966 . 

Dec. 15. 1967 . 

On 14. 1968 . 

Dec. 23. 1969 . 

Jm. 2. 1971 ... 

93 

223 
89 

3 
99 

167 

236 

170 

229 

37 

I6S 

215 
44 

366 

365 

346 

350 
345 

353 
201 

3SI 

290 

365 

182 

213 

331 

210 

207 

239 

230 

252 

240 

268 

277 

356 

270 

293 

286 

340 

355 

349 

Dec. 20. 1930-Jan. 5. 1931 . 
Dec. 22. 1931-Jm. 4, 1932 . 

Dec. 20. 1930-Jm. 5. 1931 . 

Dec. 22. 1931-Jm. 4. 1932 . 
George H. Moses, of New Hampshire .. 

do 

June 3-June 15. 1936 . June 8-Junc 15. 1936 . 

do 

Key Pinmaa. of Nevada . 

do 

do 

do 

..do . 

...do. 

....do. 

...do 

July II-July 22. 1940 July 11-July 22. 1940 

July S-Scpl 14. 1943 

Ape. I-Apr 12. 1944 .... 

June 23-Aug. I. 1944 

Sept. 21-Nov. 14. 1944 

Aug. I-Sera 5. 1945 

July '27-No'v. "i7."l947 ".'. 

June 20-July 26. 1948 ... 

Aug. 7-Dcc 31. 1948 

July 8-SepL 14. 1943 ... 

Apt. 1-Apt 12. 1944 ... 

June 23-Aug I. 1944 

Sept. 21-Nov. 14. 1944 

July 21-Scpt. 5. 1945 .... 
Apt. 18-Apr. JO. 1946 .. 

July 27-Nov. 17. 1947 .. 

June 20-July 26.1948 ... 

Aug. 7-Dee. 31. 1948 

do. 

Key Pitman, of Nevada: " William H 

King, of Utah." 

P11 Harrison, of Mississippi;14 Carter 

Glass, of Virginia.14 

Cuter Glass, of Virginia 
.do 

Kenneth McKellar. of Tennessee 
do. 

Arthur II. Vandenberg, of Michigan 

...do 

Sept. 23-Nov. 27-1950 . 

Aug. 20-Nov. 8. 1954 ... 

Nov 18-Nov. 29. 1954 

Apr. 4-Apr. 13. 1955 .... 

Mar. 29-Api. 9. 1956 .... 

Apr. 13-Apr. 29. 1957 .. 

Apr. 3-Apr. 14. 1958 .... 

Mar. 26-Apr. 7. 1959 .... 

Apr. 14-Apr. 18. 1960 .. 

May 27-May 31. 1960 

July 3-Aug. 8. 1960 

July 10-July 20. 1964 ... 

Aug 21-Aug. 31. 1964 

Apr. 7-Apr. 13. 1966 
June 30-luly 11,1966 

Mar. 23-Apl. 3. 1967 

June 29-July 10.1967 

Aug. 31-Sept. II. 1967 

Nov. 22-Nov. 27. 1967 

Apr. ll-Apr. 17. 1968 ... 

May 29-Junc 3. 1968 
June 3-July 8. 1968 

Aug. 2-Scpt. 4. 1968 

Feb. 7-Feb. 17. 1969 
Apr. 3-Ap. 14. 1969 

July 2-July 7. 1969 

Aug. 13-Scpt. 3. 1969 

Nov. 26-Dec. I. 1969 

Feb. 10-Fcb. 16. 1970 ... 

lai. 2&-Mar. 31. 1970 
Sera. 2-Scpt. 8. 1970 

Oct. 14-Nov. 16. 1970 

Nov. 25-Nov. 30. 1970 

Dec. 22-Dcc. 28. 1970 

Apr. 6-Apr. 18. 1950 

Sept. 23-Nov 27. 1950 

Mar. 22-Apr. 2. 1951 
Aug. 23-Scpt. 12. 1951 

Apr. IO-Apr. 22. 1952 

Apr. 2-Apr. 13. 1953 

Apr. I5-Apr. 22. 1954 

Adjourned sine die Aug. 20, 

1954 

Apr 4-Apr. 13. 1955 

Mar. 29-Apr. 9. 1956 

Apr. I8-Apr. 29. 1957 

Apr. 3-Apr. 14, 1958 

Mar. 26-Apr. 7. 1959 

Apr. 14-Apr. 18, I960 

May 27-May 31. 1960 

July 3-Aug. 15. I960 

Mar 30-Apr. 10. 1961 

Apr. 19-Apr. 30. 1962 

Apr. ll-Apr. 22. 1963 . 
Mar 26-Apr. 6. 1964 .... 

Jury 2-July 20. 1964 

Aug. 21-Aug. 31. 1964 

Apr. 7-Apr. 18. 1966 .... 
June30-fuly 11,1966 

Mar. 23-Anr. 3. 1967 .... 

June 29-July 10. 1967 

Aug. 31-Scpt. II. 1967 

Nov. 22-Nov. 27. 1967 

Apr I I-Apr. 22. 1963 .. 

May 29-Junc 3. 1968 
June 3-July 8. 1963 

Aug 2-Sept 4. 1968 

Feb. 7-Feb. 17. 1969 

Apr. 3-Apr. 14. 1969 

May 28-June 2. 1969 

July 2-July 7. 1969 

Aug. 13-Scpt. 3. 1969 

Nov. 6-Nov. 12. 1969 

Nov. 26-Dec. 1. 1969 

I cb 10-Fcb. 16. 1970 ... 

Mar 26-Mar. 31. 1970 
May 27-June I. 1970 

July I-July 6. 1970 

Aug I4-Sept. 9. 1970 

Ocl. 14-Nov. 16. 1970 

Nov 25-Nov. 30. 1970 

Dec. 22-Dcc. 29. 1970 

Kenneth McKellar. of Tennessee 

.do „. 

Styles Bridges, of New Hampshire 

Waller F. George, of Georgia „. 
do. 

Carl llayden. of Arizona 
do. 

do 

do. 

...do . 

...do . 

...do . 

..do. 

....do 

....do. 

...do 

Rtcturd B. Russell, of Georgia 

Nicholas Longworth. of Ohio. 

John N. Gamer, of Texas. 

Henry T. Raincy. of Illinois. 

Josepa W. Bfni. of Tennessee." 

William B. Bankhcad. of Alabama." 

Do 

Do" 

Sam Raybum. of Texas.'1 

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Joseph W. Martin. Jr.. of; Massachu-

Sam Raybura. of Texas. 

Do. 

Joseph W. Martin. Jr., of Massachu 

setts. 

Sam Rayburo. of Texas. 

Do. 

Do 

Do." 

John W. McCormack, of Massachu* 
sens.1' 

Do 

Do. 



SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-HOlh CONGRESSES, 1789-2007—CONTINUED 

ICIosing date for this table was July 25, 2007.1 

Meeting Dates of Congress: Pursuant lo a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 17S9. From then until the 20th amendment 
look effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4lh of each odd-numbered year, however. Article I, section 4, of the Constitution provided that "The Con 

gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on Ihe first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 

fore convened regularly on Ihe first Monday in December until Ihe 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening date 
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of 
each Congress was a "lame duck" session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when ii convened was reduced to 
Iwo months. Recognizing that Ihe need might exist for Congress lo meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening dale, Article II, section 3 of the Constitution provides 

that the President "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them"; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as 

noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of Ihe table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also 
limes when special sessions of Ihe Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of treaties or olher 

executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are 

marked by an S in ihe session column. Meeting Places of Congress: Congress met for the first and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City. 

From the third session of Ihe First Congress through the first session of Ihe Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 

ington since Ihe second session of the Sixth Congress (1800). 



SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-llOih CONGRESSES, 1789-2007—continued 

(Closing date for this table was July 25. 2007.1 

MEETING DATES OP CONGRESS: Pursuant to a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 2Olh amendment 
look effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered yean however, Anicle 1, section 4. of the Constitution provided that "The Con 
gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening date 
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that die last session of 
each Congress was a "lame duck" session. After the 20th amendment, the time from die election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to 
Iwo months. Recognizing that the need might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Anicle II, section 3 of the Constitution provides 
that Ihe President "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both (louses, or either of them"; hence these sessions occur only if converted by Presidential proclamation. Except as 

marked by an S in the session column. Meeting Places of Congress: Congress met for the firs! and second sessions of the Fust Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City. 
From Ihe Uiird session of the First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was Ihe meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 

ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800). 



SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-HOth CONGRESSES, 1789-2007—CONTINUED 

ICIosing dale Tor this table was July 25. 2007 I 

MEETING Dates OP CONGRESS: Pursuant to a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20lh amendment 

took effect in January 1934, Ihe term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered year, however. Article I, section 4, of the Constitution provided that "The Con 
gress shall assemble at leasl once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 

fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening date 
lo January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of 
each Congress was a "lame duck" session. After the 20th amendment, die time from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to 
two months. Recognizing that the need might cxisi for Congress to meet at limes other than Ihc regularly scheduled convening date, Article II, section 3 of the Constitution provides 
lhal Ihe President "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them"; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as 
noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and ore marked by an E in the session column of Ihe table. Unlit Ihe 20lh amendment was adopted, there were also 

times when special sessions of the Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of treaties or other 
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are 
marked by on S in the session column. Meeting Places of Congress: Congress met for the first and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City. 
From Ihe third session of Ihe First Congress through Ihe first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 

ington since Ihe second session of the Sixth Congress (1800). 

107th.. 

2 Jan. 3. 1996 Oct. 4. 1996 . 

Jan. 7. 1997 .... 

Jan. 27, 1998 

Jan. 6. 1999 

Jan. 24. 2000 

Jan. 3. 2001 

Jan. 23. 2002 ..... 

Nov. 13. 1997 

Dec. 19. 1998 . 

Dec. IS. 2000 . 

Dec. 20. 2001 

276 

311 

327 

321 

352 

304 

Jan. 10-Jan. 22. 1996 

Mai. 29-Anr. 15. 1996 

May 24-June 3. 1996 
Jane 28-July 8. 1996 

Aug. 2-Sept 3. 1996 

Jan. 9-Jan. 21. 1997 

Feb. 13-Feb. 24. 1997 

Mar. 21-Apr. 7. 1997 

June 27-July 7, 1997 

July 31-Sept. 2. 1997 

Oct 9-Ocl. 20. 1997 

Feb. 13-Feb. 23. 1998 

Apr. 3-Apr. 20. 1998 

May 22-June I. 1993 

June 26-July 6. 1998 

July 31-Aug. 31. 1998 

Adjourned sine die, Oct 21. 

1998. 

Feb. I2-Feb. 22. 1999 

Mar. 25-Apr. 12. 1999 

May 27-June 7. 1999 
July I-July 12. 1999 

Aug. 5-Sept 8. 1999 

Feb. 10-Fcb. 22. 2000 ... 

Mar. 9-Mar. 20. 2000 

Apr. I J-Ap 25.2O0O 

May 25-June 6. 2000 

June 30-July 10. 2000 

July 27-Scpt. 5. 2000 
Nov. 2-Nov. 14, 2000 

Nov. 14-Dcc. 5, 2000 

Jan. 8-Jan. 20. 2001 

Feb. 15-Feb. 26. 2001 

Apr. 6-Apr. 23. 2001 

May 26-Junc 3. 2001 

June 29-July 9. 2001 
Aug. 3-Sept 4. 2001 

Oct I3-Oct 23. 2001 

Nov. 16-Nov. 27. 2001 

Jan. 29-Feb. 4. 2002 ... 

Feb. 15-Feb. 25. 2002 

Mar. 22-Apr. 8. 2002 

May 23-June 3. 2002 
June 28-July 8. 202 

Aug. I-Scpt 3. 2002 

Jan. 9-Jan 22. 1996 

Mar. 29-Apf. 15. 1996 

May 23-Msy 29. 1996 

June 28-July a. 1996 

Aug. 2-Scpt 4, 1996 

Jan. 9-Jan. 20. 1997 . 

Jan. 21-Fcb 4, 1997 

Feb. I3-Fcb. 23. 1997 

Mar. 21-Apr. 8. 1997 

June 26-July 8. 1997 

Aug. 1-Scpt 3. 1997 
Oct. 9-Ocl. 21. 1997 

Jan. 28-Fcb. 3. 1998 

Feb. 5-Fcb. 11. 1998 

Feb. I2-Fcb. 24. 1993 

Apr. 1-Apt. 21. 1998 

May 22-Junc 3. 1993 

June 25-July 14. 1998 

Aug. 7-Sepl. 9. 1998 

Oct 21-Dec 17. 1998 

Jan. 6-Jan 19. 1999 

Jan. I9-Fcb. 2. 1999 

Feb. I2-Feb 23. 1999 
Mar. 25-Apr. 12. 1999 

May 27-Junc 7. 1999 

July I-July 12. 1999 

Aug. 6-Scpl. 8. 1999 

Feb. 16-Feb. 29. 2000 ... 

Apr. 13-May 2. 2000 

May 25-June 6. 2000 

June 30-July 10, 2000 

July 27-Scpt 6. 2000 
Nov. 3-Nov. 13. 2000 

Nov. 14-Dcc 4. 2000 

Jan. 6-Jan. 20. 2001 

Jan. 20-Jan 30. 2001 
Jan 31-Feb. 6. 2001 

Feb. I4-Fcb. 26. 2001 

Apr. 4-Apr. 24. 2001 

May 26-Junc 5. 2001 

June 23-July 10. 2001 

Aug. 2-Sepl. 5. 2001 
Oct 17-Oct 23. 2001 

Nov. 19-Nov 27. 2001 

Jan 29-Feb 4. 2002 .... 

Feb I4-Fcb. 26. 2002 

Mar. 20-Apr. 9. 2002 

May 24-Junc 4. 2002 

June 28-July 8. 2002 

July 27-Scpt. 4. 2002 

Robert C. Byrd. cf West Virginia;" 

Strom Thurmond, of South Caro 
lina;" Robert C. Byrd. of Wat Vir 

ginia." 

Robert C. Byrd. of West Virginia 

J. Dennis Hasten, of Illinois. 



SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, lst-110th CONGRESSES, 1789-2007—continued 
(Closing dale for Ihit table wai July 25. 2007.) 

MKKTING Dates of Congress: Pursuant 10 a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788. the Constitution went into effect on March 4. 1789. From then until the 20th amendment 
took effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered yean however. Article I, section 4, of the Constitution provided that "The Con-
cress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day." The Congress there 
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening date 
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of 
each Congress was j "lame duck" session. After the 20th amendment, the lime from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to 
two months. Recognizing that the need might exist far Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Article II. section 3 of the Constitution provides 
that the President "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them": hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as 
noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of lite table. Until the 20ib amendment was adopted. there were also 
times when special sessions of the Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of treaties or other 
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are 
marked by an S in the session column. MtCTING Places of Congress: Congress met for the first and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City. 
From Ihe third session of the First Congress through the first session of ihe Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800). Philadelphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash 
ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800). 

1 For the purposes of this table, a sessioa't "length in days" is defined as ihe eouI number of calendar days from ihe convening due to the adjournment date, inclusive. Ii docs not mean the actual curcber of dayi 
that Coqmj^mm nirt tturinx ftntf scsstoo, 

'For Che purposes of this table, a "recess" is defined as any period of three or more complete days—excluding Sundays—when cither the House of Representatives or ihe Senate is not in session: however, as list 
ed, me recces periods also are inclusive of days only partially in the recess. i.c. the day (or days) when me House and Senate each adjourn to begin the recess, as well as Che day (or days) when each body reconvenes 
at me end of the recess. 

'The election and role of the President pro tempore has evolved considerably over the Senate's history. "Pro umport it Latin for 'far the time being': (hus. the pan was conceived at a temparaiy presiding officer. 
In the eighteenth and ninnmith centuries, ihe Senate frequently elected several Presidents pro tempore during a single session Since Vice President! presided routinely, the Senate thought it necessary to choose a 
President pro tempore only for me limited periods when the Vice President might be ill or otherwise absent." Since no provision was in place (until the 25th amendment was adapted in 1967) for replacing the Vice 
President if he died or resigned from office, or if he assumed the Presidency, the President pro tempore would continue under such circumstances to Till ihe duties of the chin until the nest Vice President was elected. 
Since Mar. 12, 1890. however. Presidents pro tempore have served until "the Senate otherwise ordered." Since 1949, while Mill elected, the position has gone to the most senior member of the majority party (see foot 
note 19 for a minority parry exception). To gain a more complete understanding of this position, see Robert C. Byrd'l The Strum 1789-1989: Addresses an the History of Ike United Slain Seattle, vol. 2. ch. 6 "The 
President Pro Tempore." pp. 167-183, from which the quotes in this footnote are taken. Also, a complete listing of the dates of election of the Presidents pro lempore it in vol 4 of Ihe Byrd series (The Senate 1789-
IU9: Illuorteal Statistic 1789-1991). table 6-2, pp. 647-453. 

4 Henry Clay resigned as Speaker on Jan. 19, 1814. He was succeeded by Langdon Cheves who was elected on thai ssme day. 
' Henry Clay resigned as Speaker on Oct. 28. 1820. alter the sine die adjournment of the fint session of the 16th Congress. Hewn 

sion. 
was succeeded by John W. Taylor who was etccled at the beginning of the second scs-

6 Andrew Stevenson resigned as Speaker on June 2, 1834. He was succeeded by John Bell who was elected on that same day. 

' Speaker Schuyler Colfai resigned as Speaker on the last day of the 40th Congress. Mar. 3. 1869. in preparation for becoming Vice President of the United Stales on the following day. Theodore M. Pomcroy was 
elected Speaker on Mar. 3. and served for only that one day. 

■Speaker Michael C. Ken died an Aug. 19. 1876. after the sine die adjournment of the Tint session of Ihe 44th Congress. Samuel J. Randall was elected Speaker at the beginning of the second session. 
•William P. Frye resigned as President pro tempore on Apr. 27. 1911. 
"President pro cempore James P. Clarke died an Oct. 1. 1916. after the sine die adjournment of the first session of the 64th Congress. Wiliard Saulsbury was elected President pro tempore during the second session. 
■Spcakcr Joseph W. Byms died on June 4, 1936. lie was succeeded by William B. Bankhead who was elected Speaker on that tame day. 
'Speaker William B. Bankhead died on Sept. IS. 1940. lie was succeeded by Sam Raybura who was elected Speaker on that tame day. 
"President pro tempore Key Piltman died on Nov. 10. 1940. He was succeeded by William H. King who was elected President pro tempore on Nov. 19. 1940 
"President pro letnpcrc Pat Hanison died on June 22. 1941. He was succeeded by Carter Glass who was elected President pro tempore on Jury 10. 1941. 

''President Harry S. Truman called Ihe Congress into extraordinary session twice, both limes during the 30th Congress. Each lime Congress had essentially wrapped up its business far the year, but for technical rea 
sons had not adjourned sine die, so in each case Ihe eatraardtnary session is considered an extension of the regularly numbered session rather dun a separately numbered one. The dates of these extraordinary sessions 
were Nov. 17 to Dec. 19. 1947. and July 26 to Aug. 7, 1948. 

■'Speaker Sam Raybura died on Nov. 16. 1961. alter the tine die adjournment of the first session of the 87lh Congress. John W. McCormack was elected Speaker at the beginning of the second session 
"President pro ternperc Richard B. Russell died on Jan. 21, 1971. He was succeeded by Allen J. Ellcnder who was elected to that position on Jan. 22. 1971. 
■■Prcuocnl pro lempore Allen J. EJJender died on July 27. 1972. He was succeeded by James O. Eattland who was elected President pro lempore on July 28. 1972. 

"Milton Young was elected President pro lempore for one day. Dec. 5. 1980. which wat at the end of hit 36-yeaf career in the Senile. He was Republican, which was the minonly party at thai time. Wanen O 
Magnuton resumed the position of President pro tempore on Dec. 6. I9SO. 

»James C. Wright. Jr.. resigned as Speaker on June 6. 1989. He was succeeded by Thomas S. Holey who wai elected on thai tame day. 



"The 2000 election isulted in an even tplit in the Senate between Republicans and Democrats. Fran the due the 107th Congress convened as Jin. 3.3001. until Inaufunlicn Day an Jan. 20.2001. Vice President 
Albert Core lipped Ite scale us a Democratic majority, hence Robert C Byrd served at President pro lemporc durini Ihil brief period. When Vice President Richard P. Cheney lock office on Jin. 20. the Republicans 
became the majority plrty. aad Strom HuBimsd wu elected Praiiknt pro tcmpoie. On Jose 6. 2001, Republican Senator Janes Jeffordi became an Indcpcnicu. crating a Democratic majority, and Robot C Bjrrd 
was elected Freatdect pro tenpore on that day. 

CEREMONIAL MEETINGS OF CONGRESS 

The following ceremonial rccctuigt of ConjtMl occurred en the following dales, at the dcsiinatcd locations, and foj the icaions indicllcd. Please note that Congteil wai not in sculon on these occaiions. 

-999Juty 16. 1987. 100th Cobjicj». Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Indtpenlatce Hall and Congrcw Hall—In honor of the bicentennial of the Coniiinnion. and in commemoration of the Great Catnprcmise of the 

Constitutional Convention which wu apeed to on Inly 16. 1787. 

-999Septembcr 6. 2002. 107th Congress. New York City, New York, Federal Hall—In icnumbrattce of the victim! and heroes of September II, 2001. and in recognition of the courage and spirit of the City or 

NewYorfc 




