MEETING DATES OF CONGRESS: Pv

SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, 1st-110th CONGRESSES, 1789-2007
{Closing date for this table was July 25, 2007.]

toa of the C: ion Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into cffect on March 4, 1789, From then until the 20th amendment
took effect in January 1934, the term of cach Congress began on March 4th of each odd bered year; h , Aticle 1, section 4, of the Constitution provided that **The Con-
gress shall assemble at least once in cvery Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a differem day.”* The Congress there-
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress’s term as well as its convening date
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being clected. One effect of this was that the Jast scssion of
cach Congress was a “‘lame duck’® session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced 1o
two months. Recognizing that the need might cxist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Article [1, section 3 of the Constitution provides
that the President **may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or cither of them'’; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as
noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also
times when special sessions of the Scnate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of treatics or other
executive business. These Scnate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing Presideat, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are
marked by an S in the session column, MEETING PLACES OF CONGRESS: Congress met for the first and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City.
From the third session of the First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the mecting place. Congress has convened in Wash-
ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800).

o4

" ) Recesses 2
Con- Ses- C 8 Adj Length Precid Speaker of the
gress | sion Date Date in days! Senate House of Representatives y pro tempore of the Senate > House of Representatives
| TR T | Mar. 4, 1789 ... Sept. 29, 1789 .. 210 John Langdon, of New psh Frederick A.C. 8. of Pennsyl-
vania.
2 1)an. 4, 1790 .. Aug. 12, 1790 .. 20 do.
3 Dec. 5, 1790 Mar. 3, 1291 ... 88 .do.
A . S | Mar. 4,1791 .. Mar. 4, 1791 ... 1 o .
1 Oct. 24, 1791 . May 8, 1792 ..... 197 Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia ...oooee... Jonathan Trumbull, of C
2 | Nov.5, 1792 . Mar. 2, 1793 ... 119 John Langdon, of New Hampshire.
3d . S Mar. 4, 1793 Mar. 4, 1793 ..., 1] ininnescsnnesensreninnns | sssesiiiiessssesssssssnssnissssiin | e 3
| | Dec.2,1793 ... | June 9, 1794 ..., 150 John Langdon, of New Hampshi Frederick A.C. Muhlenberg, of Pennsyl-
Ralph lzard, of South Carolina, vania.
2 Nov. 3, 1794 . Mar. 3, 1795 ... 121 Henry Tazewell, of Virginia.
4h ... § |Juncg, 1795 June 26, 1795 ... 19 | cecctnstinssisnnsssssonsssrents | ssemsesesseensenniisnssninsissinesecssnssses | vsens do.
1 | Dec. 7.1795 .. June 1, 1796 ..... M Henry Tazewell, of Virginia; Samuel | Jonathan Dayton, of New Jerscy.
Livermare, of New Hampshire.
2 | Dec. S5, 1796 ... | Mar. 3, 1797 ... 89 William Bingh of Pennsylvania.
S5tho.... s Mar. 4, 1797 .. Mar. 4, 1797 ... 1
1-E May 15, 1797 luly 10, 1797 ... 57 William Bradford, of Rhode Island ...... Deo.
S July 17, 1798 . July 19,1798 .., 3
2 Nov. 13, 1797 ..... July 16, 1798 ... 246 Jacob Read, of South Carolina; Theo-
dore Sedgwick, of Massachuseuts.
3 {Dec.3 1798 ... Mar. 3, 1799 ... 91 John Laurance, of New Yark; James
Ross, of Pennsylvanis.
6th ... 1 [ Dec. 2,179 ... May 14, 1800 ... 164 Samucl] Livermore, of New Hampshire; | Theodore Scdgwick, of Massachusetts.
Urizh Tracy, of Connecticut.
2 | Nov. 17,1800 ..... Mar. 3, 1801 ... 107 { Dec. 23-Dec. 30, 1800 ......... | Dec. 23~Dec. 30, 1800 ......... John E. How:‘ld. of Maryland; James
of necticut.
7t .. S Mar. 4, 1801 Mar. §, 1801 ... 2
1 Dec. 7, 1801 May 3, 1802 148 brah \J of Georgia Nathaniel Macon, of Narth Carolina.
2 Dec. 6, 1802 ... Mar. 3, 1803 ... 83
8th ... | 3 ] Stephen R. B: . of Vermont,
1-E | Oct. 17, 1803 ..... | Mar. 27, 1804 .. 163 John Brown, of tueky; Jesse Frank- Do.
o 2 |Nov. 5. 1804 o [ Mur. 3 1805 .| 119 Jin, of Morth Carclioa.
..... . 2, 1805 .. Apr. 21, i
2 Dec. 1, 1306 .. Mpl:. 33 I18%?I6 l;; Samucl Smith, of Marylaad ..o Da.
tods .. | 1-E | Qct. 2, 1807 . o I i) ————— P e Joseph B. V: f Massach
...... . Vamum, :
Nov. 7, 1808 ....... ar, 3, 1809 ... n Supt_::n R. Bradley, of Yermont; John P um., of Massachuserts.
N .{ S |Mara 1809 ... Mar. 7, 1809 ... 4 Milledge, of Georgis.
1 May 22, 1809 Jure 28, 1309 ... i
2 | Nov. 27, 1809 - [ Mty 1 i8i0 oo | 138 fpndrew Gregs, of Pennsyivania ....... | Do.
3 | Dec. 3, 1810 ... | Mar. 3. 1810 91 Johin Gaillard, of South Caroliaa.
120 . | 1B [ Nov. g asin D | July 6 isi2 o | 243 {ohn Pope. of Kentucky.
2 |Nev. 21812 .. Mur. 3, 1813 122 llijloun H. Crawford, of Georgis .......... [ Henry Clay, of Kentucky.
13h ... ; I\Dd:cy %4,"1;?;3 Aug. 2, 1813 .. TIPS EOOOOR N . Dot
. 6, 1813 ..... . | Apr. 0ol T T Dl Dl Fv y
pr. 18, 1814 134 Joseph B. Varnum, of Massachusetts; | Langdon Cheves, of South Carolina.
3-E | sept. 19, 1814 ... | Mar. 3, 1815 166 Joha Gaillard, of South Carolina.
Vath ... i | Dec. 5 APf: 30, 1816 148 John Gaillard, of South Carolina.
2 . Mar, 3, 1817 .. 92 o Henry Clay, of Kentucky.
15th .., ? Nt Mar. 6, 1817 .., 3
3 Apr. 20, 1818 ... 141 Dec. 24-Dec. 29, 1817 ......... 3
. ? Ko o, 11 m". 20. 1848 L] Dec, 24-Dec. 29, 1817 ... e o Virginia Do.
- . 6, 1819 ... ay 15.1820 ... 162 pia _""'; *fs o:: Virginia; John Do.?
2 |Nov. 13, 1820 ..... Mar. 3, 1821 ..., aillard, of South Carolina.
17th ... 1 |Dec 31821 .. M:; g. IIBZZQ ‘‘‘‘‘ :;‘ll John Gaillard, of South Carolina ......... | John W. Tayler, of New York.$
2 | Dec. M 3823 | ® do Philip P. Barbour, of Virginia.
18h .| 1 |Dec May 27,1824 .| 178 -do’
2 | Dec. Mar. 3, 1825 ... 88 5 d: Henry Clay, of Kentucky.
ton .| S Mar Mar. 3, 1825 6 o,
. : D= M:’y. gl.llag;ls I% Ni do icl Macon, of North Carolina ..... | John W. Taylor, of New York.
0h .. 1 | Dec. May 26, 1828 175 -
, Samuel Smith, of Maryland Andrew S irgini
2 | Dec. Mar. 3, 1829 .. 93 | Dec. 24-Dec. 29, 1828 ... 4 w Stevenson, of Virginia.
2st..| § |Man Mar, 17, 1829 14 |05 2D 29, 1828 o | ot
1 | Dec. May 31, 1830 176 do
1 2 |Dec Mar. 3,181 .. 88 ey b
..... : Dec H il;lz 126. 11853332 23? Littleton Waller Tazewell, of Virginia .. Da.
24 . 1 |Dec. Sune 30, 1836 . | 211 Hugh Lawson Whit, of Tennessee.
, Iluéh Lm;u_);de White, of Tennessce; Dos
2 | Dec. Mar. 3, eorge Poindexter, of Mississippi
2ah .| 1 [Dec e | ot Iobn Tyler, of Virginia Johs Bell, of Tennessce.$
2 | Dec. Mar. 3, 1837 . 89 w":;o'm R. King, of Alal James K. Polk, of Tennessee.
25 .| 5§ [Mar Mar. 10, 1837 .. 7 -
1-E | Sept. Oct. 16, 1837 ... 43
2 | Dec. July 9, 1838 ... 218 be-
3 |Dec. 3, Mar. 3, 1839 ., 91
26th .. ] Dec. 2, July 21, 1840 ... 233 irgini
- g }?‘lu Mar. 3, 1841 ... 87 "~ Robert M.T. Hunter, of Virginia.
1. 4, Mar. 1S, 1841 ., 12 lliam R. King. of Alabama; Samuel
L. Sauthard, of New Jersey.
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MEETING DATES OF CONGRESS: Py ta fution of the Confederation Cungress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20th amendment

took effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began an March 4th of each odd-numbered year: however, Article 1, section 4, of the Constitution provided that *“The Con-

ress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Mecting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.”” The Congress there-
%ore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress’s term as well as its convening date
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convenc for regular business until 13 months after being elected. Onc effcct of this was that the last session of
each Congress was a *‘lame duck'® session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the clection to the beginning of Congress’s term as well as when it convened was reduced to
two months. Recognizing that the need might exist for Congress to meet at times ather than the regularly scheduled convening date, Anicle I, section 3 of the Constitution provides
that the President “‘may, on ex di i convene both Houses, or either of them'’; hence these sessions oceur only if § by Presidential proclamation. Except as
noted, these are sep 1y bered of a Cong and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also
times when special sessions of the Senate were convcncd.gsrincipally for confirming Cabinet and other executive inati an ionally for the ratification of treaties or other
cxecutive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are
marked by an S in the session column. MEETING PLACES OF CONGRESS: Congress met for the first and second sessions of the Fisst Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City.
From the third session of the First Cong hrough the first ion of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the ing place. Congress has convened in Wash-
inglon since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800).

- . Recesses ?
Con- Ses- C Ad Length Presid Speaker of the
. 4 7 N [; 1o tempore of the Senate * .
gress sicn Date Date in days ! Senat House of Representatives P House of Representatives
1-E | May 31, 1841 Sept. 13, 184) .. 106 Jobn White, of Kentucky.
2 Dec. 6. 1841 Aug. 31, 1842 69
3 Dcc. 5, 1842 Mar. 3, 1843 .. 89
28th .. 1 | Dec. 4, Juze 17, 1844 . 196 John W. Joncs, of Virginia.
2 | Dec. Mar. ), 1845 ... 2
Wh .. S |Ma Mar. 20, 1845 . 17
} Dec. Aug. 10, 1846 .. 253 Amb: H. Sevier; David R. Atchisan, | John W, Davis, of Indizna.
of Missouri.
2 | Dec. Mar. 3, 1847 ... 87 David R. Atchison, of Missouri.
kh ... 1 Dec, 254 Raobert C. Winthrap, of Massachusetts.
2 | Dec. 90
st .. S | Marn 19
1 Dec. 02 Howell Cobb, of Georgia.
2 | Dee. 92
3 ... S | Mar 4, 10
1 Dec. 1, b 32 T [T O OITCOIOOIOURNIOIRRY (EPUUOTOTOISONTUURPIP NIRRT IFOTOON do Linn Boyd, of Kentucky.
2 | Dec. 88 David R. Atchison, of Missouri.
33 ... S Mar, » e,
1 Dec. 146 o} Do.
2 | Dec. 4, 90 Lewis Cass, of Michigan: Jesse D.
Bright, of Indiana.
b . 1 Dec. 3, 260 Charles E Stuant, of Michi Jesse D. | Nathanie! P. Banks, of M. 2
Bright, of Iadiana.
2-E | Agg. 10 Jesse D. Bright, of Indiana.
3 | Dec. Mar. - 93 James M. Mason, of Virginia.
3sh .. $ | Mar. Mar. 14, 1857 .. n James M. Masoa. of Visginia: Thomas
J. Rusk, of Texas.
t I Dec June 14, 1858 .. 1589 | Dec. 23, 1857-Ian. 4, 1858 .. | Dec. 23, 1857-Jan. 4, 1838 .. | Benjamin Fitzpatrick, of Alsd. James L. Om, of South Carolina.
S {June 18, 1858 ... | Junc 16, 1858 ... 2
2 |Dec. 6, ~ Mar, 3, 1839 ... 83 | Dec. 23, 1858-Jan. 4, 18S9 .. | Dec. 23, 1833-Jan. 4, 1859 .. | ... .da.
Joh ... S | Mar 4, Mas. 10, 1859 . k2 TR Oon) (BPOSSSPUR SRS [ do.
1 Dec. 5, 1859 ... June 25, 1860 ... 202 Benjsmio Fitzpatrick, of Alshama; Jesse | William Pennington, of New Jersey.
D. Bright, of Indiana.
S | Juns 26, June 28, 1860 ... 3 jamin Fitzpatrick, of Alabama.
2 | Dec. 3l Mar. 3, 1860 ... 93 1 Foat, of Vermont.
Inh .. S Mar. 4, Mar. 28, 1860 .. 25
1-E | iy 4, Aug. 6, 1861 ... 34 Galusha A. Grow, of Pennsylvania.
2 | Dec. 2, July 17. 1862 ... 223
3 Dec. 1, 1 . | Mar. 3, 1863 ... 93 Dec. 23, 1862-Jan. 5, 1863 .. | Dec. 23, 1862-Jan. S, 1863 ..
Jath ... S Mar. 4, . | Mar. 14,1863 .. 1 po—
1 Dec. 7. 1863 ... July 4, 1864 ... 209 | Dec. 23, 1863-Jan. §, 1864 .. | Dec. 23, 1863-Jan. S, 1864 .. | Solomon Foot, of Vermont: Daniel | Schuyler Colfax, of Indizna.
Clark, of New Hampshire.
2 Dec. S. 1864 Mar. 3, 1865 ... 89 Dec. 22, 1864-Jan. S, 1865 .. | Dec. 22, 1864-Jan. S, 1865 .. | Daniel Clask, of New Hampshire.
oth .. S | Mar 4, . | Mar. 11, 1865 .. 8 Lafayette S. Foster, of Connecticut.
1 Dec. 4, 1865 ....... | July 28, 1866 .. N Dec. 6-Dec. 11, 1865 ........... | Dec. 6-Dec. 101, 1865 ... | ... do Deo.
Dec. 21, 1865-Jaa 5. 1866 Dec. 21, 1863-Jan 3, 1866
2 Dec. Mar. 3, 1867 ... 9 Dec. 20, 1866-Jan. 3, 1867 .. | Dec. 20, 1866-1an. 3, 1867 .. | Benjamin F. Wads, of Chio.
AGh .. ] Mar, . 1, 1867 ... 273 Mar. 30-July 3. 1867 ... Mar. 30-July 3, 1867 ... . ) Do.?
July 20-Nov. 21, 1867 July 20-Nov. 21, 1867
S | Ap. Aps. 20, 1867 ... 20
2 | Dec. Nov. 10, 1868 .. 345 | Dec. 20, 1867-Jan. 6, 1868 .. | Dec. 20, 1867-Jan. 6, 1868
July 27-Sept. 21, 1868 July 27-Sept. 21, 1868
Sept. 21-Oct. 16, 1868 Sept. 21-Oct. 16, 1368
Oct. 16-Nov. 10, 1868 Oct. 16-Nov, 10, 1868
3 | Dec. Mar. 3, 1869 ... 87 | Dec. 21, 1868-Jan. 5, 1869 .. | Dec. 21, 1868-Jan. 5. 1869 .. Theodere M. Pomeroy, of New York.?
41t ... 1 | Mar. Apr. 10, 1869 .. 38 James G. Blaine, of Meine.
S | Ape Apr. 22, 1869 ... 1
2 Dec. July 15, 1870 .. 222 Dec. 22, 1869-Jan. 10, 1870 | Dec. 22, 1869-Jan. 10, 1870
k] Dec. Mar. 2, 1871 ... 89 Dec. 23, 1870-1an. 4, 1871 .. | Dec. 22, 1870-Jan. 4, 1871 .,
44 ... ] Mar. 4, Apr. 20, 1871 ... 48 Do.
s | May May 27, 1871 ... 18
2 Dec. June 10, 1872 ... 190 Dec. 21, 1871-Jan. 8, 1872 .. | Dec. 21, 1871-Jan. 8, 1872 ..
3 Dec. Mas. 3, 1873 ... 92 Dec. 20, 1872-Jan. 6, 1873 .. | Dec. 20, 1872-Jan. 6, 1873 .,
43d ... S | Mar Mar. 26, 1873 23
1 Dec. Juze 23, 1874 ... 204 Dec. 19, 1873-Jan. 5, 1874 .. | Dec. 19, 1873-Jan. 5, 1874 . Da.
2 Dec. Mar. 3, 1875 ... 87 Dec. 23, 1874-)an. 5, 1875 .. | Dec. 23, 1874-Jan. 5, 1875 ..
44h .. S Mar. Mar. 24, 1878 ., 20
1 | Dec. Avg. 18, 1876 .. 254 | Dec. 20, 1875-Jan. 5. 1876 . | Dec. 21, 1875-Jan. S, 1876 .. Michzel C. Kem, of Indiana ®
2 | Dec. Mar. 3, 1877 ... 90 Samuel J. Randall, of Peansylvania ®
45t .. S | Ma Mar. 17, 1877 13
1-E | Oct Dec. 3. 1877 ..... 30 Do.
2 | Dec. June 20, 1878 200 | Dec. 15, 1877-Jan. 10, 1878 | Dec. 1S, 1877-Jan. 10, 1878
3 Dec. Mar, 3, 1879 2 Dec. 20, 1878-)an. 7, 1879 .. | Dec. 20, 1378-Jan. 7, 1879 .
46th ... | 1-E Mar, Suly 1, 1879 106 Do.
2 Dec. June 16, 1880 99 Dec. 19, 1879-Jan. 6, 1880 .. | Dec. 19, 1879-Jan. 6, 1880 ..
; Dec. Mar. ), 1881 88 Dec. 23, 1880-Jan. S, 1881 .. | Dec. 23, 1880-Jan. S, 18381 ..
47th .. 8 - 8
s Oct. 29, 1881 ... 20 Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware; David
Davis, of Nlirois.
1 Dec. 5, 1881 ... Aug. 8, 1882 ... 247 Dec. 22, 1881-Jan. S, 1882 .. | Dec. 22, 1881-Jan. 5, 1882 .. | David Davis, of [llicois .......cvvvevvenienns 1. Warren Kcifer, of Ohio.
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of the Confed

ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800).

ion Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20th amendment
took effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of cach odd-numbered year; however, Article I, section 4, of the Constitution-provided that **The Con-
gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day."" The Congress there-
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress's term as well as its convening date
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One cffect of this was that the last session of
cach Congress was a ‘‘lame duck’ session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the election to the beginning of Congress
two months. Recognizing that the need might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Aricle I, section 3 of the Constitution provides
that the President "‘may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them”; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as
noted, these are separately numbered sessions of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also
times when special sessions of the Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of treaties or other
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are
marked by an S in the session column, MEETING PLACES OF CONGRESS: Congress met for the furst and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City.
From the third session of the First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash-

*s term as well as when it convened was reduced to

. " Recesses 2
Con- Ses- Convening Adjournnent Presid of the Senate? Speaker of the
gress sion Date Date Senste House of Re ntatives Pro temp House of Represenutives
2 | Dec.d, 1882 Mar. 3, 1883 ... George F. Edmunds, of Vermont. ......... | J. Wanen Keifer, of Ohia.
48th ... 1 Dec. 3. 1883 Dec. 24, 1883-Jan. 7, 1884 .. | Dec. 24, 1883-Jan. 7, 1884 .. John G. Carlisle, of Kentucky.
2 | Dec. 1, 1834 Dec. 24, 1884-Jan. §, 1885 .. | Dec. 24, 1884-Jan. 5, 1885 ..
49th ... S | Mar. 4, 1885
1 | Dec. 7, 1885 Dec. 21, 1885-Jan. 5, 1886 .. | Dec. 21, 1885-Jan. 5, 1886 .. Do.
2 | Dec. 6, 1886 Dec. 22, 1886-Jan. 4, 1887 .. | Dec, 22, 1886-Jan. 4, 1887 ..
50ch ... 1 | Dec. 5, 1887 . Dec. 22, 1887-Jan. 4, 1888 .. | Dec. 22, 1887-Jan. 4, 1888 .. Do.
2 | Dec.3, 1888 . Dec. 21, 1888-Jan. 2, 1889 .. | Dec. 21, 1888-J2n. 2, 1889 ..
Sist ... S | Mar 4,1889 .
; Ig: %. :ggg w Dec. 21, 18839-Jan, 6, 1890 .. | Dec. 21, 1889-Jan. 6, 1890 .. Thomas B. Reed, of Maine.
52 ... 1 | Dec. 7, 1891 .. . 5. Chastes F. Crisp, of Georgia.
2 Dec. 5, 1892 ... Mar. 3, 1893 ... Dec. 22, 1892-Jan. 4, 1893 .. | Dec. 22, 1892-Jan. 4, 1893 .. | ..... do.
53d ... s Mar. 4, 1893 ....... | Apr. 15,1893 .., Charles F. Manderson, of Nebraska;
Isham G. Harris, of Tennessce.
1-E Aug. 7, 1893 ... | Nov. 3, 1893 ..., Isham G. Harris, of Tennessee ...... Do.
2 Dec. 4, 1893 .. Aug. 28, 1894 ., Dec. 21, 1893-Jan. 3, 1894 .. | ...... do,
3 | Dec.3.1894 ... | Mar. 3, 1895 ... Dec. 23, 1894-Jan. 3, 1895 .. { Man W. Ransom, of Nosth Carolina;
Isham G. Harris, of Tennessee.
S4th .. 1 Dec. 2, 1895 ....... | June 11, 1396 ... William P. Frye, of Mainc ..........ccs0nn0e. | Thomas B, Reed, of Maine.
2 Dec. Mar. 3, 1897 ... Dec. 22, 1896-Jan. §, 1897 .. | Dec. 22, 1896-Jan. 5, 1897 .. do.
$5th .. s Mar, Mar. 10, 1897 .. ..do.
-E | Mar. luly 24, 1897 .. .do Do.
2 | Dec. July 8, 1898 Dec. 18, 1897-Jan. S, 1898 .. | Dec. 18, 1897-Jan. 5, 1898 .. .do.
3 Dec. Mar, 3, 1899 .. Dec. 21, 1898-Jan. 4, 1899 .. | Dec. 21, 1898-Jan. 4, 1899 .. «do.
36th ... 1 | Dee. June 7, 1500 ..... Dec. 20, 1899-Jan. 3, 1900 .. | Dec. 20, 1899-Jan. 3, 1900 .. .do David 8. Hend of lowa.
2 | Dee Mar. 3, 1501 ... Dec. 20, 1900-Jan. 3, 1901 .. | Dec. 21, 1900-Jan. 3, 1901 .. 4o,
Shh .. S | Mar Mar. 9, 1901 .. 1 6 | i | coossmissisneesmsessensns | e .do.
1 Dec, Dec. 19, 1901-Jan. 6, 1502 .. | Dec. 19, 1901-Jan. 6, 1502 .. Do.
2 | Dz Dec. 20, 1902-Jan. 5, 1903 .. | Dec. 20, 1902-Jan. 5, 1503 .. o,
S8th ... S Mar. ..do.
1-E | Nov. . Joseph G. Caanon, of lilinois.
2 Dec. Dec. 19, 1903-Jan, 4, 1504 .. | Dec. 19, 1903-Jan. 4, 1904 ., .do.
3 | Dec. § Des. 21, 1904-Jan. 4, 1905 .. | Dec. 21, 1904-Jan. 4, 1905 .. ..do.
59th ... S Mar. 4 . ..do.
1 Dec. June 30, 1906 ... Dec. 21, 1905-Jan. 4, 1906 .. | Dec. 21, 1905-Jan. 4, 1906 .. do Do.
2 Dec. Mar. 3, 1907 ... Dec. 20, 1906-Jan. 3, 1907 .. | Dec. 20, 1906-1an. 3, 1907 .. .do,
60th ... 1 Dec. Dec. 21, 1907-Jan. 6, 1908 .. | Dec. 21, 1907-Jan. 6, 1908 o Do.
2 | Dec. Dec. 19, 1908-Jan. 4, 1909 .. | Dec. 19, 1908-Jan. 4, 1509 .. ..do.
61st ... S |Marn -.do.
1-E | Mar. ..do Po.
2 Dec. Dec. 21, 1909-Jan. 4, 1910 .. | Dec. 21, 1909-Jan. 4, 1910 .. .do.
3 Dec. Dec. 21, 1910-1an. S, 1911 .. | Dec. 21, 1910-Jan. S, 1911 .. 3
62 ... 1-E | Apr. AUB. 22, 1911 . | 141 | corevenirrsssnmeesmenmrseriserineriins | ceemnineisenissrismsssssssssssrssssessearseens | s 2 Champ Clark, of Missourt.
2 Dec. Aug. 26, 1912 .. Dec. 21, 1911-Jan. 3, 1912 .. | Dec. 21, 1911-Jan. 3, 1912 .. | Charles Curtis, of Kansas; Augustus O.
Bacon, of Georgia; Jacob H.
Gallinger, of New Hampshire; Henry
bot  Lodge, of Massachuscis;
Frank B. Brandegee, of Connecticut.
3 Mar. 3, 1913 ... Dec. 19, 1912-Jan. 2, 1913 .. | Dec. 19, 1912-Jan. 2, 1913 .. | Augusius O. Becon, of Georgia: Jacob
H. Gallinger, of New Hampshire.
63d ... S Mar. 17,1913 . Jlm(el; P. Clarke, of Arkansas,
1-E
2 Dec. 23, 1913-Jan. 12, 1914 | Dec, 23, 1913-Jan. 12, 1914
3 Dec. 23-Dec. 28, 1914 . Dec, 23-Dec. 28, 1914 ..
64th ... 1 Dec. 17, 1915-)an. 4,19 . 17, 1915-)an. 4, 19 Do.
2 Mar. 3, 1917 ., Dec. 22, 1916-Jan. 2, 1917 .. | Dec. 22, 1916-)an. 2, 1917 ..
65th ... s Mar, 16, 1917 .. ..do.
1-E Oct. 6, 1917 ..... o Do.
2 Nav. 21, 1918 . Dec. 18, 1912-Jan. 3, 1918 .. | Dec. 18, 1917-Jan. 3, 1918 .. ..do.
3 Mar, 3, 1919 ..., 7.
66th .| 1-E Nov. 19, 1919 .. July 1-July 8, 1919 ... | July 1-July 8, 1919 ........... Albent B. Cv of lowa Frederick H. Gillett, of M h
2 June S, 1920 ..... Dec. 20, 1919-Jan. 5, 1920 .. | Dec. 20, 1919-Jan. §, 1920 .. do,
3 Mar, 3, 1921 ... .
6T ... s Mar, 15, 1921 ..
1-E Nov. 23, 1921 .. Aug. 24-Sept. 21, 1921 ...... Aug. 24-Sept. 21, 1921 ... De.
3 é Sepe, 22i9l922 Dec. 22, 1921=Jan. 3, 1922 .. | Dee. 22, 1921<Jan. 3, 1922 ..
| -4, 1922 ...
4 Mar. 3, 1923
68th ... 1 June 7, 1924 ... Dec. 20, 1923-Jan. 3, 1924 .. | Dec. 20, 1923-Jan. 3, 1924 .. Do,
2 Mar, 3, 1925 ... Dec. 20-Dee. 29, 1924 ... | Dec. 20-Dec. 29, 1924 ... 3
69th .. s Mar, 18, 1925 .. Albert B. Cummins, of lows: George
H, Moses, of New Hampshire.
1 July 3, 1926 ... Dec. 22, 1925-Jan. 4, 1926 .. | Dec, 22, 1925-Jan. 4, 1926 .. Nicholas Long: h, of Ohio.
2 Mar. 4, 1927 ... Dec. 22, 1926-Jan. 3, 1927 .. | Dec. 22, 1926-Jan. 3, 1927 ..
Toh .. 1 May 29, 1928 ... Dec. 21, 1927-Jan. 4, 1928 .. | Dec. 21, 1927-J2n. 4, 1928 .. Do.
2 Mar. 3, 1929 ... Dec. 22, 1928-Jan. 3, 1929 .. | Dec, 22, 1928-Jan. 3, 1929 ..
Tist ... S Mar, 5, 1929 ...
1-E Nov. 22, 1929 .. June 19-Aug. 19, 1929 ......... | June 19-Sept. 23, 1929 ....... Do.
2 July 3,190 ... Dec. 21, 1929~Jan. 6, 1930 .. | Dec. 21, 1929-Jan. 6, 1930 ..
s July 21,1930 ...
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MEETING DATES OF CONGRESS: P 1o a resolution of the Confederation Cong in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20th amendment

tock cffect in January 1934, the term of cach Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered year; however, Anticle 1. section 4, of the Constitution provided that *“The Con-

ss shall assemble al least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.™ The Congress there-
ore canvened regularly on the first Monday in Ds ber until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Cangress's term as well as its convening date
to January 3rd. So prior 1o 1934, a new Congress typically wauld not convene for regular busi uniil 13 hs after being ¢elected. One cffect of this was that the last session of
cach Congress was a ‘‘lame duck® session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the election to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to
two menths. Recognizing that the necd might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Anticle 11, section 3 of the Constitution provides
that the President **may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them'"; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as
noted, these are separatel bered sessions of a C . and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also
times when special sessions of the Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other ive inations, and ionally for the ratification of ies or other
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the cutgoing President, although on cccasion by incumbents as well) and are
marked by an § in the session column. MEETING PLACES OF CONGRESS: Congress met for the first and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City.
From the third session of the First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting placc. Congress has convened in Wash-
ington since the second scssion of the Sixth Congress (1800).

. . Recesses 3
Con- Ses- C Adj Length P Speaker of the
gress | sion Date Date in days ¢ Senate Moase of Represcntatives ¥ pro tempare of the Senate $ House of Representatives
3 Mar. 3, 1931 ... 93 Dec. 20, 1930-Jan. 5, 1931 .. | Dec. 20, 1930-Jan. S, 1931 .. | George H. Moses, of New Hampshire .. | Nichotas Lo I3 of Ohio.
72 ... 1 July 16, 1932 ... 223 Dec. 22, 1931-Jan. 4, 1932 .. | Dec. 22, 1931-Jan. 4, 1932 .. do Joha N. Gamzer, of Texas.
2 Mar. 3, 1923 . 89
nd .. s Mar. 6, 1933 ... B e | e
1-E June 18,1933 ... 9 Henry T. Rainey, of lilinois.
2 June 18, 1934 ... 167
3h . [} Aug. 26, 1935 .. 236 Joseph W. Bymus, of Tennessee. it
2 June 20, 1936 ... 170 | lune 8-June 15. 1936 ........... | Junc B-Junc 15, 1936 ... Wiltiam 8. Bankhead, of Alabama.tt
75th ... 1 Aug. 21, 1937 .. 229 Do.
2-E Dec, 21, 1937 ... 37
h] June 16, 1938 165
T6th .. 1 Aug. 3, 1939 25 Do.#2
2-E Nov. 1, 1939 a4 Jo 5
k] Jan. 3, 1941 366 | July 11-July 22,1940 ......... July 11-July 22, 1930 .......... Key Pittman, of Nevada; ' William H. | Sam Rayburn, of Texas.!?
King, of Utzh."*
T .. ] Jan 2, 1942 ... 368 Pat Hami of Mississippiz!* Carer Deo.
Glass, of Virginia 14
2 Dec. 16, 1942 ... 36 Carter Glass, of Vuginia.
8 .. 1 Dec. 21,1943 .. | 350 | July 8-Scpt 14, 1943 . | suly 8 5epe 14, 1943 —..do Do
2 Dec. 19, 1944 . 345 | Aps. 1-Apr. 12, 1943 . | Apr. 1-Apr. 12, 1944 ..do.
Junc 23-Aug. 1, 1944 June 23-Aug. 1, 1944
Sept. 21-Nov. 14, 1944 Sept. 21-Nov. 13, 1944
T9th ... 1 Dec. 20, 1945 ... 353 | Aug. 1-Sept. S, 1945 . | July 21-Sept. 5, 1945 ... Kenneth McKellas, of Tennessee ......... Do.
2 Aug. 2, 1946 ... 201 Apt. 18-Apr. 30, 1946 ... | ... do.
8k ... | "1 Dec. 19, 1947 ... 351 July 27-Nov. 17, 1947 .. Arthur H. Vandenberg, of Michigan ... Joseph W. Manin, Jr, of: Massachu.
setts.
52 Dec. 31, 1948 ... 361 | June 20-July 26, 1948 .......... | June 20-July 26, 1948 .......... -3 :
Aug. 7-Dec. 31, 1948 Aug. 7-Dec. 31, 1943
8lst .. [} Oct. 19, 1949 .. 290 Kenneth McKellar, of Tennsssee ........... | Sam Rayburn, of Texas.
2 Jan. 2, 1951 ... 365 | Sept 23-Nov. 27-1950 ....... | Apr. 6-Apr. 18, 1950 ........... | ..... .da.
. 23-Nav. 27, 1950
82 ... 1 Oct. 20, 1951 ... 29 Mar. 22-Apr. 2, 1951 ... | ... do Do.
Aug. 23-Scpt. 12, 1951
2 July 7, 1952 ..... 182 Apr. 10-Apr. 22, 1952 ......... | ...... do.
83 ... } Aug. 3, 1953 .. 213 Apr. 2-Apr. 13, 1953 ... Styles Bridges, of New Hampshire ...... Joseph W. Mastin, Jr., of Massachu-
seuts.
2 Dec. 2, 1954 ... 33 | Aug. 20-Nov. 8,1954 ... Apr. 13-Apr. 22,1954 ... | ... do.
Nov. 18-Nov. 29, 1954 Adjournsd sine dic Aug. 20,
1954
8ih .. 1 Avg. 2, 1958 . 210 | Apr. 4-Apz. 13,1955 .. Apr. 4-Apt. 13, 1958 Walter F. George., of Georgia ............... Sam Raybum, of Texas.
2 July 27,1986 ... | 207 | Mar. 29-Ap. 9, 1956 Mar. 29-Apr. 9, 1956 .....do.
35th ... 1 Aug. 30,1957 .| 239 | Apr. 18-Aps. 29, 1957 Apr. 18-Apt. 29, 1957 Casl Hayden, of Arizona ... Do.
2 Aug. 24, 1958 .. 230 | Apr. 3-Apr. 14, 1958 Apr. 3-Apr. 14, 1958 do.
86th ... 1 Sept. 18, 1959 .. 252 | Mar. 26-Apr. 7, 1959 Mar. 26-Apr. 7, 1959 do Do.
2 Sept. 1, 1960 ... 230 | Apr. 14-Apr, 18, 1960 ........ | Apr. 14-Apr. 18, 1960 ..ceee, | oooe.ct da.
May 27-May 31, 1960 May 27-May 31, 1960
July 3-Aug. 8. 1960 July 3-Aug. 15, 1960
87th ... } Jan. 3, 1961 Sep. 27, 1961 .. 268 . . | Mar. 30-Apr. 10, 1961 ... | ...« do Do to
2 |isn. 10, 1962 Oct. 13, 1962 ... N Apr. 19-Apr. 30, 1962 ... | ... do Jokn W. McCoarmack. of Massachu.
sets. '
88cth ... 1 |)an.9.1963 ........ | Dec. 30, 1963 ... 356 | e crenenen | Apr. 11-Apr. 22,1963 ... | ... do Do.
2 |Jan. 7,1964 .. Oct. 3, 1964 ... 270 | July 10-July 20, 1964 ........ | Mar. 26-Ap1. 6, 1964 ... o)
Aug. 21-Aug. 31, 1964 Juty 2-July 20, 1964
Aug. 21-Aug. 31, 1964
89th ... 1 Jan. 4, 1965 ... | Oct. 23, 1965 ... 293 wenddo Do.
2 |Ja0. 10,1966 ... | Oct, 22,1966 ... | 286 | Apr. 1-/\?. 13, 1966 ......... Apr. 7-Apr. 18, 1966 .......... | ... do,
June 30-Jaly 11, 1966 June 30-luly 11, 1966
SOth .. 1 | Jan. 10, 1967 ... Dec. 18, 1967 ... 340 | Mar 2)-Apr. 3, 1967 ........... Mar. 23-Apr. 3, 1967 ......... | ...... do
June 29-July 10, 1967 June 29-luly 10, 1967
Aug. 31-Sept. 11, 1967 Aug. 31-Sept. 11, 1967
Nov. 22-Nov. 27, 1967 Nov. 22-Nov. 27, 1967
2 [Jan. 15,1968 ... | Oct. 14, 1968 ... 274 | Apt. 11-Apr. 12,1968 ... | Apr. 11-Ap. 22, 1968 ..
May 29-Juzne 3, 1968 May 29-June 3, 1968
June 3-July 8, 1968 June 3-July 8, 1968
Aug. 2-Scpt. 4, 1963 Aug. 2-Scpt 4, 1968
st ... } Jan. Dec. 23, 1969 ... 355 | Feb. 7-Feb. 17, 1969 ..._....... | Feb, 7-Feb. 17,1969 ............ Richard B. Russell, of Geargia .............. Do.
Apr. 3-Apr. 14, 1969 Apr. 3-Apr. 14, 1969
July 2-July 7, 1969 May 28-June 2, 1969
Aug. 13-Sept. 3, 1969 July 2-July 7, 1969
Nov. 26-Dec. 1, 1969 Aug. 13-Sept. 3, 1969
Nov. 6-Nov. 12, 1969
Nov. 26-Dex. 1, 1969
2 Jan. 19,1970 ... | Jan. 2, 1971 ... 349 Feb. 10-Feb. 16, 1970 .......... | Feb. 10-Feb. 16, 1970 .......... o,
Mas, 26-Mar. 31, 1970 Mar. 26-Mas. 31, 1970
Sept. 2-Scpt. 8, 1970 May 27-Junc |, 1970
Oct. 14-Nov. 16, 1970 July 1-July 6, 1970
Nov. 23-Nov. 30, 1970 Aug. 14-Sept. 9, 1970
Dec. 22-Dec. 28, 1970 Oct. 14-Nov, 16, 1970
Nov. 15-Nov. 30, 1970
Dec. 22-Dec. 29, 1970



MEETING DATES OF CONGRESS: Pursuant to a resolution of the Confederation Congress in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20th amendment
tock effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of cach odd-numbered year; however, Anticle I, i ituti
gress shall assemble at least once in cvery Ycar, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.” The Congress there-
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress’s term as well as its convening date
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a ncw Cangress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of
cach Congress was a “‘lame duck” session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the clection to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to
two months. Recognizing that the need might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Article 1I,
that the President ‘‘may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them'’; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as
i , and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also
times when special sessions of the Senate were convened, principally for confirming Cabinet and other executive nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of treaties or other
executive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are
marked by an S in the session column. MEETING PLACES OF CONGRESS: Congress met for the first and sccond sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City.
From the third session of the First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadclphia was the meeting place. Congress has convened in Wash-

noted, these are separately
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1 4

of a C

ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800).

4, of the

3 of the C

. " Recesses 2
Con- Ses- Co 3 Adj Length Peesid 3 Speaker of the
gress sicn Date Date in days! Senate House of Representatives * pro tempare of the Senate House of Representatives
92d ... ] Jan. 21, 1971 ... Dec. 17, 1971 .. m Feb. 11-Feb. 17, 1971 ... Feb. 10-Feb. 17, 1971 .......... | Richard B. Russell, of Georgil: 17 Allen | Carl B. Albert, of Oklahoma.
Apr. 7-Apr. 14, 1971 Apr. 7-Apr. 19, 1971 1. Ellender, of Louisiana.
May 26-dunc 1, 1971 May 27-June 1, 1971
June 30-July 6, 1971 July 1-July 6, 1971
Aug. 6-Sept. 8, 1971 Aug. 6-Sept. 8, 1971
Oct. 21-0xt. 26, 1971 Oct. 7-0Oct. 12, 1971
Nov, 24-Nov. 29, 1971 Oct. 21-Oct. 26, 1971
Nov. 19-Nov. 29, 1971
2 |Jan. 18,1972 ... ] Oct. 18,1972 .. 275 | Feb. 9-Fcb. 14, 1972 Feb. 9-Feb. 16, 1972 .. Allen J. Ellender, of Louisiana;*¥ James
Mar. 30-Apr. 4, 1972 Mar. 29-Apr. 10, 1972 O. Eastland, of Mississippi.'®
May 25-May 30, 1972 May 24-May 30, 1972
Sune 30-July 17, 1972 June 30-July 172, 1972
Aug. 18-8ept, 8, 1972 Aug. I18-Scpt. 5, 1972
94d ..... 1 |Jan 3,1973 ... Dec. 22, 1973 ... 354 | Feb. 8-Feb. 15,1973 ........... | Feb. 8-Feb. 19, 1973 ... James Q. Eastland, of Mississippi ......... Do.
Apr. 18-Apz. 30, 1973 Apr. 19-Apr. 30, 1973
May 23-May 29, 1973 May 24-May 29, 1973
June 30-July 9, 1973 June 30-luly 10, 1973
Aug. 3-Sept. §, 1973 Aug. }Sept. §, 1973
Oct. 18-Oct. 23, 1923 Oct. 4-0ct. 9, 1973
Nov. 21-Nov. 26, 1973 Oct. 18-Oct. 23, 1973
Nov. 15-Nov. 26. 1973
2 Jan. 20, 1974 ... Dec. 20, 1974 ... 3 Feb. 8-Feb. 18, 1974 ............ | Feb. 7-Feb. 13, 1974 ... | ...... do.
Mar, 13-Mar. 19, 1974 Apr. 11-Apr. 22, 1974
Apr. 11-Apr. 22, 1973 May 23-May 28, 1974
May 23-May 28, 1974 Aug. 2-Sept. 11, 1974
Aug. 22 . 4, 1974 Oct. 17-Nov. 18, 1974
Oct. 17-Nov. 18, 1974 Nov. 26-Dec. 3, 1974
Nov. 26-Dec. 2, 1974
94h .. 1 |Jan. 14,1975 ... | Dec. 19, 1975 ... 340 | Mar. 26-A. 7, 1975 ... Mar. 26~Apr1. 7, 1975 . Do.
May 22-Junc 2, 1978 May 22-Junc 2, 1975
June 27-July 7, 1975 June 26-July 8, 1975
Aug. 1-Sept. 3, 1975 Aug. 1-Sept. 3, 1975
Oct. 9-0Oct. 20, 1975 Oct. $-Oct. 20, 1975
Oct. 23-Oct. 28, 1975 Oct. 23-Oct. 28, 1975
Nov, 20-Dec. 1, 1975 Nov, 20-Dec. 1, 1975
2 | Jan. 19, 1976 ... Oct, 1, 1976 ..... 257 Feb. 6-Feb. 16, 1976 ............ | Feb. 11-Feb. 16,1976 .......... | .....do.
Apr. 14-Aps. 26, 1976 Apr. 14-Apr. 26, 1976
May 28-June 2, 1976 May 27-Junc 1, 1976
July 2-July 19, 1976 July 2-luly 19, 1976
Aug. 10-Aug. 23, 1976 Aug. 10-Aug. 23, 1976
Scpt. 1-Sept. 7, 1976 Scpt. 2-Sept. 8, 1976
95th ... 1 Jan. 4, 1977 ... Dec. 15, 1977 ... 346 Feb. 11-Feb. 21, 1977 .......... | Feb. 9-Feb. 16, 1977 ........... | .....do Themas P. O'Neill, Ir., of Massachu-
Apr. 7-Apr. 18, 1977 Apr. 6-Apr. 18, 1977 seits.
May 27-Junc 6, 1977 May 26-June 1, 1977
July 1-July 11, 1977 June 30-July 11, 1977
Aug. 6-Sept. 7, 1977 Aug. S-Scpt. 7, 1977
Oct. 6-Oct. 11, 1977
2 |Jan. 19, 1978 ... | Oct. 15, 1978 ... 270 | Feb. 10~Feb. 20, 1978 .......... Feb. 9-Feb. 14, 1978 ............ ..o,
Mar. 23-Apr. 3. 1978 Mar. 22-Apr. 3, 1978
May 26~June §, 1978 May 25-May 31, 1978
June 29-July 10, 1978 June 29-July 10, 1978
Aug, 25-Sept. 6, 1978 Aug. 17-Sept. 6, 1978
g6th ... ] Jan. 15, 1979 ... Jan. 3, 1980 ...... 354 Feb. 9-Feb. 19, 1979 ............ | Feb. 8-Feb. 13, 1979 ............ Wamren G. Magnuson. of Washingten ... Do.
Apr. 10-Apr. 23, 1979 Apr. 10-Apr. 23, 1979
May 24-Junc 4, 1979 May 24-May 30, 1979
June 27-July 9, 1979 June 29-luly 9, 1979
Aug. 3-Sept. §, 1979 Aug. 2-Sept. 5, 1979
Nov, 20-Nov. 26, 1979 Nov. 20-Nov. 26, 1979
Adjs;l;md sine die, Dec, 20,
2 | Jan. 3, 1980 ........ | Dec. 16, 1980 ... 349 | Apr. 3-Aps. 15, 1980 ........... Feb. 13-Feb. 19, 1980 .......... Wamen G. Magauson, of Washingten;
May 22-May 28, 1980 Apr. 2-Apr. 15, 1980 Milton Young, of North Dakota;t?
July 2-July 21, 1980 May 22-May 28, 1980 Wamren G. Magnuson, of Wash.
Aug. 6-Aug. 18, 1980 July 2-July 21, 1980 ington.1v
Aug. 27-Sept. 3, 1980 Aug. I-Aug. 18, 1980
Oct. 1-Nov. 12, 1980 Aug. 28-Sept. 3, 1980
Nov. 25-Dec. 1, 1980 Oct. 2-Nov, 12, 1980
Nov. 21-Dec. 1, 1980
97th ... L} Jan. §, 1981 ... Dec. 16, 1981 ... 347 Feb. 6~Feb. 16, 1981 ............ Feb. 6-Feb. 17, 1981 ............ Strom Thurmond, of South Carolina ..... Do.
Apr. 10-Apr. 27, 1981 Apr. 10-Apz. 27, 1981
June 25-July 8, 1981 June 26-July 8, 1981
Aug. 3-Sept. 9, 1981 Aug. 4-Sept. 9, 1981
Oct. 7-Oct. 14, 1981 Oct. 7-Oct. 13, 1981
Nov. 24-Nov. 30, 1981 Nov. 23-Nov. 30, 1981
2 |Jan. 25,1982 ... | Dec. 23, 1982 .. 333 | Feb. 11-Feb. 22, 1982 .......... | Feb. 10-Feb. 22, 1982 ........ | s do
Apr. I-Apr. 13, 1982 Apr. 6-Apr. 20, 1982
May 27-Junc 8, 1982 May 27-tunce 2, 1982
July 1-July 12, 1982 July 1-July 12, 1982
Aug. 20-Sept. 8, 1982 Aug. 20-Sept. 8, 1982
Oct. 1-Nov. 29, 1982 Oct. 1-Nov. 29, 1982

provided that **The Con-

provides
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in 1788, the Constitution wenl into effect on March 4, 1789. Frum then until the 20th amendment

took effect in January 1934, the term of each Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered year; however, Article 1, section 4, of the Constitution provided that *“The Con-
gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Mecting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a differem day."”* The Congress there-
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December untif the 20th amendment became effective, which changed the beginning of Congress’s term as well as its convening date
to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would net convenc for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One cffect of this was that the last session of
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and second sessions of the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City.

From the third session of the First Congr gh the first of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the g place. C has convened in Wash-
ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800).
. . Recesses 3
Cen- Ses- Coavesning Adj Length Bragid 3 Speaker of the
gress sion Dae Date in days!? Senate Mouse of Representatives M pro tempare of the Senate House of Representatives
9sth ... 1 |Jan. 3,1983 ... | Nov. I8, 1983 .. 320 [Jan 3-Jan 28,1983 ... |Jan 6-Jan 25, 1983 .. ... Strom Thurmond, of South Caroling ... Thomas P. O'Neill. Ir., of Massachu-
Feb 3-Feb. 14, 1983 Feb. 17-Feb. 22, 1983 setis.
Mar. 24-Apr. §, 1983 Mar. 24-Apr. 5, 1983
May 26-Junc 6, 1983 May 26~Junc |, 1983
June 29-July (1, 1983 June 30-July 11, 1983
Aug. 4-Sept. 12, 1983 Aug. 4-Sept. 12, 1983
Oct. 7-Oct. 17, 1983 Oct. 6-Oct. 17, 1983
2 Jan. 23, 1984 ... Oct. 12, 1984 ... 264 Feb. 9-Feb. 20, 1984 ... Feb. 9-Feb. 21, 1984 ., 0
Apr. 12-Apr. 24, 1984 Apr. 12-Apr. 24, 1984
May 24-May 31, 1984 May 24-May )0, 1984
June 29-July 23, 1984 Junc 29-July 23, 1984
Aug. 10-Scpx. S, 1984 Aug. 10-Sex. S, 1984
9%th ... 1 Jan. 3, 1985 ... Dec. 20, 1985 .. as2 Jan. 7-Jan. 21, 1985 ........... | Jan. 3-Jan. 21, 1985 ... dO Do.
Feb. 7-Feb. 18, 1985 Feb. 7-Feb. 19, 1988
Apr. 4-Apr. 15, 1985 Mar. 7-Mas. 19, 1985
May 9-May 14, 1983 Apr. 4-Apt. 18, 1985
May 24-June 3, 1985 May 23-June 3, 1985
June 27-July 8, 1985 June 27-July 8, 1985
Aug. 1-Sept. 9. 1985 Aug 1-Sept. 4, 1985
Nov. 23-Dec. 2, 1985 Nov. 21-Dec. 2, 1988
2 |lan. 21,1986 ... Oct. 18, 1986 ... 278 Feb. 7-Feb. 17, 1986 ............ | Feb, 6-Feb. 18, 1986 ............ | ....0s do,
Mar. 27-Apr. B, 1986 Mar. 25-Apr. B, 1986
May 2)-fune 2, 1986 May 22-Juns 3. 1986
June 26-July 7, 1986 June 26-luly 14, 1986
Aug. 15-Sept. 8, 1986 Aug. 16-Sept. 8, 1986
100 1 Jan. 6, 1987 ... Dec. 22, 1987 .. st Jan. 6-Jan. 12,1987 ... | fza. 8-Jan. 20, 1987 ... Jotin C. Stennis, of Mississippi i
Feb. S-Feb. 16, 1987 Feb. 11-Feb. 18, 1987 Minissippl | emes € Wright fr. of Texas
Apt. 10-Apr. 21, 1987 Apr. 9-Apt. 21, 1987
May 21-May 27, 1987 May 21-May 27, 1987
July 1-July 7, 1987 July 1-July 7, 1987
Aug. 7-Scpt. 9, 1987 July 15-July 20, 1987
Nov. 20-Nov. 30, 1987 Aug. 7-Sept. 9, 1987
Nov. 10-Nov. 16, 1987
Nov. 20-Nov. 30, 1987
2 | 25,1988 .. | Oct 22,1988 .. 272 | Feb. 4-Feb. 15, 1988 Feb. 9-Feb. 16, 1988 .. ....do.
Mar, 4- Mar. 14, 1988 Mar. 31-Apr, 11, 1988
Mas. 31-Apr. 11, 1988 May 26-June 1, 1938
Apr. 29-May 9, 1988 June 30-July 7. 1988
May 27-June 6, 1988 July 14-July 26, 1988
June 29-Tuly 6, 1988 Aug. 11-Sep. 7,1988
July 14-July 25, 1988
1015t U |1 3. 1989 Nov. 22, 330 | R et 55, 1989
- an. 3, 1989 ... - | Nov. 1989 .. 24 | Jan 4-Jan. 20,1989 ... | Jan. 4-Jan. 19, 1989 .......... | Roben C. Byrd, of West Virginia ........ . Wni .30
Jan. 20-Jan. 25, 1989 Feb. 9-Feb. 21, 1989 yrd ¥ e 5, F:%L o(] '“'/.,‘;.‘,..T:; %
Feb. 9-Feb. 21, 1989 Mar. 23-Apr. 3, 1989 ' '
Mar. 17-Apt. 4, 1989 Apr. 18-Apr. 25, 1989
Apr. 19-May 1, 1989 May 25-May M. 1939
May 18-May 31, 1989 June 29-July 10, 1989
June 23-July 11, 1989 Aug. 5-Sept. 6. 1989
Aug, 4-Scpt. 6, 1989
2 |)an. 23,199 ... Oct. 28, 1990 ... 260 | Feb. 8-Feb. 20, 1950 ............ | Feb. 7-Feb. 20, 1990 ... | ...... do.
Mar. 9-Mar. 20, 1990 Apt. 4-Apr. 18, 1990
Apr. S-Apr. 18, 1950 May 25-June 5, 1990
May 24-June S, 1990 June 28-July 10, 1990
Junc 28-July 10, 1990 Aug. 4-Sept. 8, 1990
1024 . s 3. 1991 Aug. 4-Sept. 10, 1990
an. 3, 1991 ... Jan. 3,1992 ... 366 Feb. 7-Feb. 19, 1991 . Feb. 6-Feb. 19, 1991 ... | . do i
Mar. 22-Apr. 9, 1991 Mar. 22-Apr. 9, 1991 Thomas $. Foley. of Washington
Apr. 25-May 6, 1991 May 23-May 29, 1991
May 24-June 3. 1991 June 27-luly 9, 1991
Junc 28-July 8, 1991 Aug. 2-Sept. 11, 1991
Aug. 2-Sept. 10, 1991 Nav. 27, 1991-Jan. 3, 1992
Nov. 27, 1991-Jan. 3, 1992
2 |Jan. 2, 1992 ... Oct. 9, 1992 ... 281 | Jan 3-Jan. 21,1992 ... Jan. 3-Jan. 22,1992 ... | ... do.
Feb. 7-Feb. 18, 1992 Apr. 10-Apz. 28, 1992
Apr. 10-Aps. 28, 1992 May 21-May 26, 192
May 21-Junc 1, 1992 July 2-July 7, 1992
July 2-July 20, 1992 July 9-July 21, 1992
* 1 Aug. 12-Sep. 8, 1992

Aug. 12-Sept. 9, 1992
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1oa fution of the Confed in 1788, the Constitution went into effect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20th amendment
took effect in January 1934, the term of ezch Congress began on March 4th of ezch odd-numbered year; however, Article [, section 4, of the Constitution pmvxded that **The Con-
gress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Mecting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoml a different day.’” The Congress there-
fore convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which ch d of C *s term as well as its convening date
to January 3rd. So pnor 10 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months al‘u:r being clected. One . effcct of this was that the last session of
cach Congress was a “‘lame duck" session. Afier the 20th amendment, the time from the clection to the beginning of Congress's term as well as when it convened was reduced to
two months. Recognizing that the nced might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the regularly scheduled convening date, Article 3, section 3 of the Constitution provides
that the Pmsxdent “may. on extranrdmury occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them'”; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation. Except as
noted, these are ly of a Con, egn'.ss. and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also
times when specnal sessions of the Scnalc were conven; nncx&aelly for conﬁrmmg Cabinet and other exccutive and lly for the ratification of treaties or other
executive business. These Senate sessions were also call sidential proclamation (typically by the outgoing President, although on occasion by incumbents as well) and are
marked by an S in the session column. MEETING PLACES OF CONGRBS Congress met for the first and second sessions of the Fll'sl Congress (1789 and 1790) in New York City.
From the third session of the First C h the first ion of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was g place. Congl has ¢ d in Wash.
inglon since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800),

. . Recesses 2
Con- Ses- C 3 Adj Length Presid of the Seaate ? Speaker of the
gress sion Date Date in days ! Senate House of Representatives pro temp House of Represcatstives
103 ... 1 Jan. 5, 1993 ... | Nov. 26, 1993 .. 326 Jan 7-Jan. 20, 1993 ... | Jan. 6-Jan. 20, 1993 ... | Robest C. Byrd, of West Virgiria ........ | Thomas S. Foley, of Washington.
Feb. 4-Feb. 16, 1993 Jan. 27-Feb. 2, 1993
Apr. 7-Apr. 19, 1993 Feb. 4-Feb. 16, 199
May 28-Junc 2. 1993 Apr. 7-Apt. 19, 1993
July 1-fuly 13, 1993 May 27-June 8, 1993
Aug. 7-Sept. 7, 1993 uly 1-July 13,1993
Oct. 7-Oct. 13, 1993 Aug. 6-Sept. 8, 1993
Nov. 11-Nov. 16, 1993 Sept. 15-Sepe. 21, 1993
Oct. 7-Oct. 12, 1993
Nov. 10-Nov. 15, 1993
2 Jan. 25,1994 ... Dec. 1, 1994 ... m Feb. 11-Feb. 22, 1994 ......... Jan. 26-Feb. 1, 1994 ... | e do.
Mar. 26-Apr. 11, 1994 Feb. 11-Feb, 22, 1994
May 25-June 7, 1994 Mar. 24-Apr. 12, 1994
Suly I-July 11, 1994 May 26-June 8, 1994
Aug. 25-Sept. 12, 1994 June 30-July 12, 1994
Oct. 8-Nov. 30, 1994 Aug. 26-Scpt. 12, 1994
Oct. 8-Nov. 29, 1994
104th .. 1 Jan. 4, 1995 ... . | fan. 3, 1996 ... 365 Feb. 16-Feb. 22, 1995 ... Feb 16-Feb. 21, 1995 ... Stom Thurmond, of South Carolina ..... | Newt Gingrich, of Georgia.
Apr. 7-Apr. 24, 1995 Mas. 16-Mar. 21, 1995
May 26-June 5, 1995 Apr. 7-May 1, 1998
June 30-luly 10, 1995 May 3-May 9, 1993
Aug. 11-Sep. S, 1995 May 25-June 6, 1995
Sept. 29-Oct. 10, 1995 Juae 30-July 10, 1995
Nov. 20-Nov. 27. 1995 Aug. 4-Scpt. 6, 1998
Sept. 29-Oct. 6, 1995
Nov. 20-Nov. 28, 1998
2 |an. 3,1996 ... | Oct. 4, 1996 ..... 276 | Jan 10-Jan. 22, 1996 ... Jxn. 9-Jan. 22,1996 ... | et da.
Mar. 29-Apr. 15, 1956 Mar. 29-Apt. 15, 1996
May 24-Junc 3, 1996 May ZJ-N{:; 29, 1996
June 28-July 8, 1996 June 28-July 8, 1996
Aug. 2-Sept. 3, 1996 Aug. 2-Scpt. 4, 1996
105th.. 1 Jan, 7, 1997 ... Nov. 13, 1997 .. m Jan. 9-Jan. 21,1997 ... | Jan. 9-Jan. 20, 1997 ... | ... do Do
Feb. 13-Feb. 24, 1997 Jan. 21-Feb. 4, 1997
Mar. 21-Apr. 7, 1997 Feb. 13-Feb. 25, 1997
June 27-July 7, 1997 Mar. 21-Apr. 8, 1997
July 31-Sept. 2, 1997 June 26-July 8, 1997
Oct. 9-Oct. 20, 1997 Aug. 1-Sept. 3, 199
Oct. 9-Oct. 21, 1997
2 {Jan. 27,1998 ... Dzc. 19, 1998 ... 327 | Feb. 13-Feb. 23, 1998 . Jan. 28-Feb. 3, 1998 ..o | o do,
Apr. 3-Apr. 20, 1998 Feb. 5-Feb. 11, 1998
May 22-June 1, 1998 Feb. 12-Feb. 24, 1998
June 26-July 6, 1998 Apr. 1-Apr. 21, 1998
July 31-Aug. 31, 1998 May 22-func 3. 1998
Adjouracd sine die, Oct. 21, | June 25-July 14, 1998
1998. Aug. 7-Sept. 9. 1998
Oct. 21-Dec. 17, 1998
106¢h .. ¥ Jan. 6, 1999 ... Nov. 22, 1999 .. n Feb. 12-Feb. 22, 1999 ... .. | Jan. 6-Jza. 19, 1999 .} J. Deninis Hastent, of Illinois.
Mar. 25-Apr. 12, 1999 Jon. 19-Feb. 2, 1999
May 27-lune 7, 1999 Feb. 12-Feb. 23, 1999
Suly 1-July 12, 1999 Mar. 25-Apr. 12, 1999
Aug. 5-Sept. 8, 1999 May 27-Juns 7, 1999
July 1-Juty 12, 1999
Aug. 6-Scpt. 8, 1999
2 Jan. 24, 2000 ... Dec. 15, 2000 ... 326 Feb. 10-Feb. 22, 2000 .......... Feb. 16-Feb. 29, 2000 .......... ...d0.
Mar. 9-Mar, 20, 2000 Apr. 13-May 2, 2000
Apr. 13-Apz. 25, 2000 May 25-June 6, 2000
May 25-lune 6, 2000 Jure 30-July 10, 2000
June 30-July 10, 2000 July 27-Sep. 6, 2000
July 27-Sept. $, 2000 Nov. }-Nov. 13, 2000
Nov. 2-Nov. 14, 2000 Nov. 14-Dec. 4, 2000
Nov. 14-Dec. 5, 2000
107th.. 1 | Jan. 3, 2000 .. Dec. 20, 2001 ... 352 | Jan. 8-Jan. 20, 2001 ... Ian. 6-Jan. 20, 2001 Robert C. Bynd, of West Visginia; 3 Do,
Feb. 15-Feb. 26, 2001 lJan. 20-Jan 30, 200 Sgom Thummond. of South Caso-
Aps. 6-Apr. 23, 2001 Jan. 31-Feb. 6, 2000 lina; 3! Rebert C. Bynd, of West Vir-
May 26-lune 5, 2001 Feb. 14-Feb. 26, 2001 ginia.3t
Junc 29-July 9. 2001 Apr. 4-Apr. 24, 2001
Aug. }-Sept. 4, 2001 May 26-Junc S, 2001
Oct. 18-Oct. 23, 2001 June 28-July 10, 2001
Nov. 16-Nov. 27, 2001 Aug. 2-Sept. S, 2001
Oct. 17-Oct. 23, 2001
Nov. 19-Nov. 27, 200}
2 |ian. 23,2002 ... | Nov. 22, 2002 .. 304 | Jan 29-Feb. 4,2002 ... Jan. 29-Feb. 4, 2002 ........... Robent C. Byrd, of West Virginia. ........
Feb. 15-Feb. 25, 2002 Feb. 14-Fcb. 26, 2002
Mas. 22-Apr. 8, 2002 Mae. 20-Ap1. 9. 2002
May 23-June 3, 2002 May 24-Junc 4, 2002
June 28-July 8, 202 June 28-July 8, 2002
Aug. 1-Sept. 3, 2002 July 27-Sept. 4, 2002
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[Closing date for this table was July 25, 2007.]

gress in 1788, the Constitution went into cffect on March 4, 1789. From then until the 20th amendment
Congress began on March 4th of each odd-numbered year; however, Article I, section 4, of the Constitution provided that **The Con-

convened regularly on the first Monday in December until the 20th amendment became effective, which ch the b

they shall by law appoint a
d the beginning of C.

different day.’* The Congress there-

{3

*s term as well as its convening date

to January 3rd. So prior to 1934, a new Congress typically would not convene for regular business until 13 months after being elected. One effect of this was that the last session of
cach Congress was a “‘lame duck'” session. After the 20th amendment, the time from the clection 1o the beginning of Congress’s term as well as when it convened was reduced to
wo manths c'Recognizing that the need might exist for Congress to meet at times other than the segularly scheduled convening date, Article [1, section 3 of the Constitution provides
that the President *'ma;

two monl

noted, these are
times when special

marked by an S in the session column. MEETING PLACES OF CONGRESS: C

y, on extraordinary occ
| bered cess)

¥ 24
sessions of the Senate were co

nominations, and occasionally for the ratification of
. Deacid oh h A by i h

asiuns, convene both Houses, or either of them''; hence these sessions occur only if convened by Presidential proclamation, Except as
of a Congress, and are marked by an E in the session column of the table. Until the 20th amendment was adopted, there were also
nvened, principally for confirming Cabinet und other exccutive
execulive business. These Senate sessions were also called by Presidential proclamation (typically by the

treaties or other
as well) and are

ongress met for the first and second sessions of

5

gh on y
f the First Congress (1789 and 1790) in

New York City.

From the third session of the First Congress through the first session of the Sixth Congress (1790 to 1800), Philadelphia was the meeting place. Cungress has convened in Wash-
ington since the second session of the Sixth Congress (1800).

- " Recesses 2
Con- Ses- Ca '3 Adj Length Drecid, s Speaker of the
gress sion Daze Date in days ) Senate House of Representatives y pro of the Seaate House of Representatives
108th .. 1 Jaa. 7, 2003 ... Dec. 9, 2003 ... px Y] Feb. 14-Feb. 24, 2003 .......... Jan. 8-Jan. 27, 2003 ............ | Ted Stevens, of Alasks ................. | ). Dennis Hastert, of Winois.
Apt. 11-Apz. 28, 2003 Feb. 13-Feb. 25, 2003
May 23-Juae 2, 2003 Apr. 12-Aps. 29, 2003
June 27-July 7, 2003 May 23-Juns 2, 2003
Aug. 1-Sept 2, 2003 June 27-July 7, 2003
Oct. 3-Oct. 14, 2003 July 29-Sept. 3, 2002
Nov, 25-Dzc. 9, 2003 Nov. 25-Dec. 8, 2003
2 | Jan 20,2004 ... Dec. 8, 2004 ..... 324 | Feb. 12-Feb. 23, 2004 .......... | Feb. 11-Feb. 24, 2004 .......... | ...... do.
Mar. 12-Mar. 22, 2004 Apr. 2-Apr. 20, 2004
Apr. 8-Apr. 19, 2004 May 20-June §, 2004
May 21-June 1, 2004 June 9-June 14, 2004
June 9-June 14, 2004 Junc 25-July 6, 2004
June 25-July 6, 2004 July 22-Sept. 7, 2004
July 22-Sept. 7, 2004 Oct. 9-Nov, 16, 2004
Oct, 11-Nov. 16, 2004 Nov. 24-Dec. 6, 2004
Nav. 24-Dec. 7, 2004
105th .. ! Dec. 22, 2008 ... 353 | Jan 6-Jan. 20. 2005 .......... | Jan. 6-Jan. 20, 2008 ..do Do.
Jan. 26-1an. 31, 2008 Jaa. 20-Jan. 25, 2008
Feb. 18-Feb. 28, 2005 Jan. 26-Feb. 1, 2008
Mar. 20-Aps. 4, 2005 Feb. 2-Feb_ 8, 2005
Apr. 29-May 9, 2005 Feb. 17-Mar. 1, 2005
May 26-June 6, 2008 Mar. 21-Apr. S, 2003
July 1-fuly 11, 2005 May 26-June 7,
July 29-Sept. 1, 2005 Ialy 1-July 13, 2008
Scpt. 1-Scpt. 6, 2005 B
Oct. 7-Oct. 17, 2005 Oct. 7-Oct. 17, 2008
Nov. 18-Dec. 12, 2005 Nov. 18-Dzx. 6, 2008
2 |Jan. 3, 2006 ... Dec. 9, 2006 ..... Ml | Jan 3Jan 18,2006 ........... [ Jan. 3-Jan. 33,2005 ........... | -..... Ao,
Feb. 17-Feb. 27, 2006 Feb. 1-Feb. 7, 2006
Mas, 16-Mar. 27, 2006 Feb. 8-Feb. 14, 2006
:r. T-Ape. 24, 2006 Feb. 16-Feb. 28, 2006
ay 26~-June S5, 2006 Mar. 16-Mar. 28, 2006
June 29-July 10, 2006 Apt. 6-Apt. 25, 2006
Aug. 4-Sept. 5, 2006 May 25-June 6, 2006
Sept. 30-Nov. 9, 2006 June 29-July 10, 2006
Nov. 16~Dec. 4, 2006 Aug. 2-Sept. 6, 2006
Sept. 30-Nov. 9, 2006
Nov. 15-Dec. 8. 2006
110th.. 1 Feb. 17-Feb. 26, 2007 ... Jan. 24-Jan. 29, 2007 ... Robent C. Byrd, of West Virginia ......... Nancy Pelosi, of California.
Mas. 29-Aps. 10, 2007 Jan. 3)-Feb. §, 2007
May 25-June 4, 2007 Feb. 16-Feb. 27, 2007
June 29-July 9, 2007 Mar. 30-Apr. 16, 2007
May 24-Junc S, 2007
June 28-July 10, 2007

' For the purposes of this table, a session’s *‘leagth in days™ is defined as the total number of calendar days from the
this table, a *

2For the purposes

! the end of the recess.

3The election

In the cigh

and role of the President pro
and ni ith i

'recess” is defined as any period of three or more
ed, the recess periods also are inclusive of days only pastially in the secess, ic., the day (o7

day:

tudine Sund. 4

g date to the adj

I

P

 has evolved

President pro tempore only fog the limited periods when

President if he died or yesi

Since Mar. 12, 1890, b F
note 19 for a minority pany exception). To gain & more

President Pro Tem, N

gned 'fmtp_ofﬁoe. ot if he

y clected
the Vice Pres
d the Presi

several

- days)

when the House ond Seaste cach
bly over the Senate’s history. **Pro tempore is Latin for “for the time being’: thus,

Presidents pro tempore during a single session. Since Vice Presidents presided
ident might be ill or otherwise absent.’* Since no provision was in place (until the 25th amendment was sdopted in 1967) for replacing the Vice
. Y i .

have serv

pro

Bl

P y. the Pr o tempare woul undes
od until “'the Senate otherwise ordered.” Since 1949, while atill el

647-65).
He was succeeded by Langdon Cheves who was elected on that same day.

ding of this y

pare,” pp. 167-183, from which the quotes in this footnote are taken. Also, 3
1989: Historical Statistics, 1789-1992), table 6-2,
“Henry Clay resigned as Speaker on Jan. 19, 1

complete listing of the dates of b

of the Presidents pro temp

1t does not mean the scruzl aumber of days

cithes the House of Representatives of the Senste is not in session; however, as list
adjoum to begin the recess, as well as the day (or days) when cach body recoavenes
the past I Y P
routinely, the Senate thought it necessary

4
was asa

iding officer.
to choose 2

such ciscumstances to fill the dutics of the chair unti) the next Viee President was elected.
ected, the pasition has gone to the maost seniat member of the majority party (see foot-
scc Robert C. Byrd's The Senate 1789-1989: Addresses an the Histary of the United States Senate, vol. 2, ch. 6 **The
£ is in vol. 4 of the Byrd scrics (The Senare 1789~

SHenry Clay resigncd as Speaker on Oct. 28, 1820, afier the sine die adjournment of the first session of the 16th Congress. He was succeeded by John W. Taylor who was elected at the beginning of the second ses-

sion.

@ Andrew Stevensen resigned a3 Speaker on June 2, 1834, He was succeeded by John Bell who was elected on that same day.
7Speaker Schuylers Colfax resigned as Speaker on the last day of the 40th Congress, Mar. 3, 1869, in preparation for becoming Vice President of the United States o the following day. Theodore M. Pomeroy was
elected Spesker on Mar. 3, and scrved for only that onc day.
*Speaker Michacl C. Kerr died on Aug. 19, 1876, after the sine die adjournment of the first session of the 44th Congress. Samuel J. Randal) was elected Speaker st the beginning of the second session.
*William P. Frye resigned as President pro te:

1 Speaker

" President

13 President Harry S. TmmualledlheCnapeu into extraondinary session twice, both times during the 80th
sinc die, 50 in each case the an g

sons had oot adjourned
were Nov. 17 to Dec. 19, 1947, and July 26 to Aug. 7, 1948.

on A

mpore . 27, 1911,
V9 President pro tempore James P. Claske dicd on Oct. 1, 1916, after the sine dic

oseph W. Byrns died oa June 4, 1936. He was succeeded by William B. Bankhezd who was clected Speaker an that same day.
12 Speaker William B. Bankhead died

tempore Pat Harison died on June 22, 194). He was succeeded by

'y scssion is

of the

=

Congress.

d session rather than a separate

Sept. 1S, 1940. He was succeeded by Sam Raybum who was elected Speaker on that same day.
" President pro tempare Key Pittman died on Nov. 10, 1940. He was succeeded by William H. King who was clected President pro wmpore on Nov. 19, 1940,
Carter Glass who was clected President pro tempose on July 10, 1941,

had iall

Each time Coagress

adjournment of the first session of the 64th Congress. Willard Saulsbury was elected President pro tempore during the second session.
day

its b

pped up
ly numbered one. The

far the yeas, but for techaical sea-
dates of these extrsondinary scssions

1$Speaker Sam Raybum died on Nov. 16, 1961, afier the sine die adjournment of the first scssion of the 87th Cangress. John W. McCormack was clected Speaker 2t the beginning of the second session.
7 President pro tempere Richard B. Russell dicd on Jan. 21, 1971, He was succeeded by Allen J. Ellender who was elected (o that position on Jan. 22, 1971.

‘S President

pio tempere Allen 1. Ellender died on July 27, 1972. He was succeeded
" *Milton Young was clected President pro tempore for one day, Dec.

by James O. Eastland who was clecied President pro tempore on July 28, 1972
. 5, 1980, which was a1 the end of his 36-year carcer in the Senste. He was Republican, which was the minornity party at that time. Warren G.

the patition of Py pro tempare oa Dec. 6, 1980.
S James C. Wright, Jr., resigned as Speaker on Junc 6, 1989. He was succeeded by Thomas S. Foley who was clecicd on that same day.



1 The 2000 election resulted in an even split in the Senate b Republicans and D From the datc the 107th Congress coavencd an Jaz. 3. 2000, until Inauguration Day on Jan. 20, 2001, Vice President
Albent Gore tipped the scale to a Democratic majority, hence Robert C. Byrd scrved as President pro tempore durin, this bricf period. Whea Vice President Richard B, Cheney tock office on Jan. 20, the Republicans
became the majority party, and Stom Thumiond was clected President pro tempore. O Juze 6, 2001, Republican Senator James Jeffosds became an Independ: ing a D ic majority, 2ad Robert C. Byrd
was elected President pro tempore oa that day.

CEREMONIAL MEETINGS OF CONGRESS

The fallowing jal ings of Congress accurred on the following dates, at the designated ocations, and for the reasons indicated. Please note that Congsess was not in session on these occasions.

-999)uly 16, 1987, 100th Congress, Philsdelphia, Pennsylvanis, Independence Hall and Congress Hall—In honer of the bicentennial of the Constitwtion, snd in ian of the Great Compromise of the
Constitutional Convention which was agreed w en July 16, 1787,
N ! Ys:k.mw 6, 2002, 107th Congress, New Yok City, New York, Federal Hall—In femembrance of the victims and heroes of September 11, 2001, and in recognition of the courage and spirit of the City of
ew






