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Our Legislative Histories— 
   Compiled to a Standard Since 1984  

 
 
Legislative Insight Module A  
 18,000 histories 1929-2012 
 including all CIS histories 
Legislative Insight Module B 
 Additional 9,000 histories 1789-
 1960 
Annual updates 2013-forward 
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ProQuest Legislative Histories  
Compiled by Human Researchers 
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A single history for a complex law can take a researcher 
a week or more to compile 

Example of information 
In congressional publications 
that our staff members find 
and use in the course of their 
compilation research process 



Looking for a specific law?  
Legislative Insight offers several ways to search 
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Various 
Ways to 
retrieve your 
law  



 
Legislative Insight speedy search-within feature 
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Search the 
full text of all 
501 
publications 
in moments 



Legislative Insight: looking for a group of laws on a topic? 
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Narrow your 
results post-
search by 
keyword or 
phrase 



Recall a specific phrase, but can’t remember the exact citation? 
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Grove City v. Bell  
Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 
proscribes gender 
discrimination in education 
programs and activities 
receiving Federal assistance. 
But does the Department of 
Education have the right to 
enforce Title IX in cases 
where a college receives no 
direct funds from the Federal 
government, but the students 
at the college receive 
Federal grants? 
A quote from the 
Congressional Record 
provides the answer. 
 

Example:  
Begin to type Title IX; 
type-ahead will assist in 
searching for a specific law 

Birch Bayh is specific: 
“We are cutting off all 
aid…” 



Search Full Text of all Compiled Publication in Moments 
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Search for phrase “we are cutting off 
all aid’ and limit display to the single 
publication matching full text search 



Legislative Insight History Page Features 
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• Sort options 
• Pub type colors in 

chronological sort 
• Filter options 
• Jump to content  

type 
• Jump to “gold star” 

reports 
• Search within 
• Historic context 
• Legislative process 

 
 



Legislative Insight: History Page Content 

• Statute 
• Bills 
• Congressional Record—hand-crafted excerpts 
• House and Senate reports and documents 
• Committee hearings and prints 

 
Plus additional content types that can be excluded from display: 
• CRS reports 
• Presidential signing statements 
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Legislative Insight History Page: 
Sort chronologically  for high-level insight: “what happened when?” 
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Chronological sort display includes 
color-codes to identify different 
publication types 



 
ProQuest Congressional 1789-Present:  
Basic subscription with optional full text add-ons 
 
Optional Digital modules make available fully searchable PDFs for all 
Congressional publications, including: 
• Serial Set with American State Papers 
• Published and unpublished hearings 
• CRS reports and committee prints  
• Bills and resolutions, including early hand-written bills 
• Congressional Record and predecessors 
 
Also available:  
• Executive Branch Documents 1789-1939 
• Executive Orders and Presidential Publications 
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ProQuest Congressional Advanced Form 
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Search any 
combination 
of publication  
types 



ProQuest Congressional Redesign: Summer 2015 
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New look and feel 
 
More intuitive 
search 
 
Content-specific 
special search 
options 
 



 
ProQuest Congressional Product Suite: Complex Search Made Simple  
 

5/11/2015 16 

Look for gun control bills introduced 
in response to specific events.  
Example: Search “firearms” and 
“John Lennon” in full text  
after Dec. 8, 1980 



U.S. Digital Bills and Resolutions 1789-Present 
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Bill Profile: Status, Actions, 
Sponsors, Related Publications 
 
Bill Text: All versions 
 



Congressional Record Bound  
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Search by Member Name and Topic:  
Locate Topic References and Link to Remarks in Full Text 



Vote Reports and Member Vote Summaries 
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View Vote Results as Graph or Table 
Download to spreadsheet 

View Member Vote Summaries 



Witness and Witness Affiliation  
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Search by  
Witness Name  
or Witness Affiliation 



ProQuest Congressional: 1789-Present 
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